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Govt to develop 10 engg colleges

‘Institutes of Eminence’

To borrow loan from World
Bank for funding the project

— ——
RASHMI BELUR (KIT), onthelines of the Indian
BENGALURU, DHNS Institute of Technology (IIT). It
hasdecidedtoupgrade 10 gov-

he state government has

I dropped the previous
BJP government'’s plan

to develop seven government
engineering collegesas Karna-
taka Institute of Technologies

ernmentengineering colleges
as ‘Institutes of Eminence.
For this purpose, the High-
er Education department has
decided to borrow a soft loan
from the World Bank. Con-

firming this to DH, Minister
for Higher Education Dr M
C Sudhakar said that the pro-

posal has been submitted to
the Finance department for
the concurrencetotakealoan
from the World Bank.

“It was just an announce-
ment made by the previous
government to develop col-
leges into an IIT model, but
funds were not released or
earmarked for the purpose.
We have dropped that planand
decided toupgrade10 govern-
ment engineering colleges as
Institutes of Eminence,” said
Sudhakar.

“It is not that we have dis-
continued the project by the
previous government. Actual-
lythe twinning programme for
polytechnicstudentswastheir
projectandwe have continued
it,” the minister said.

‘Not an easy task’
Asexplained by the minister, it
is not easy to develop colleges
as IIT model. “The curricu-
lum, examination system,
governance and everything is
differentin the II'Ts. Quraimis
to improve the quality by pro-
viding importance to faculty
and infrastructure,” he said.

“We will not stress only on
improving the infrastructure
of our engineering colleges.
The loan amount will be dis-
tributed region-wise for the
colleges,” he added.

The idea of the department
istogetRs1,740 crore softloan
from the World Bank for the
period of 20 yearsand allocate
Rs 30 crore per government
engineering coilege (total
10 selected), Rs 20 crore per
degree college in 15 districts
and upgrade them as model
colleges and also to establish
polytechnics in every district
utilising the funds.

Sudhakar said the depart-
mentis trying to bringin some
changes in the engineering
curriculumalso. The BJP gov-
ernment had announcedto up-
gradeseven government engi-
neering colleges to KITs onthe
lines of ITTs. Ithad constituted
a task force headed by found-
er director of Indian Institute
of Information Technology,
Bengaluru, Prof S Sadagopan.

As per the announcement,
the task force was supposed to
select two departmentsin sev-
enengineering colleges, study
the needs and submit reports
onupgrading them as KITs.
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i the era of food reviews, restaus

rants expertence a sunge in visitors

after popular vioggens share thlr

insights. However, o growing de-

mand from students s calling for
viesggors Lo peview ot just fancy eat-
erles but also college hostéls, Many
students argue that the food quality
in college hostels |s often sulbspar, and
they feel the need for online expo-
sure to shed light on the reality of
hostel canteen food,

Despite paying higher amounts,
students find themselves compelled
t consume substandard meals,
prompting a call for atbention to this
aspect of college Hife, Students sey that
as college campuses strictly bar the
autsiders without a valld identity
card, the management should take up
the challenge and openly invite the
viogeers to give thetr falr and frank
opnlon,

"Histel mess food has alwavs been

Quality is only good when there's a new

intake of students into the hostel. There's
variety, sure, the quality is not up to the mark

a problem for students, Many stu-
dents ralse concerns about the guality
of food b hostel mess faciklities and
how It affects thelr overall well being
and fjustification for the expensive
hicistel fees,

In fact, students froum different
hostels have raised thelr voloes
against the quality and taste of meals
provided by hostel mess factlities. It
was found that food I8 sometimes
tasteless and undercooked. Somie stu-

How about tasty chow at hostels?

dients also mentioned that they 've
seen rats and “-'“'l.kl’”qll.'hl.'1L in the
kitchen which makes them omder food
from outside. But this burns holes in
thedr pockets ™, sald Anju Nakddw, a col-
lege student,

Students moention that colleges
charge an exorbitant fee but don't
provide baske facilities and it affects
their well being, They are also con-
cerned about the hyvglene standarnds
with which the food s prepared. A
hostelite sald “The quality Is only
good when there's a new intake of
stuidents into the hostel. There's varni-
ety, sure, but the quality is not up to
the mark. A ot of students face stom-
ach ssues that last for weeks, We've
also found Insects o our food, that
rmakies us question what really goes
behind the scenes,”

Amother hosted restdent shared her
experience and said, *The food gual-
ity I the hostel mess has deteriorated
over Hme. It frustrating o pay for
mieals that are tasteless and unappe-
tizing, We deserve better,”

he frustration has led to calls for
Improved quality control, Increased
trarspanency in food procunement, and

Do you have a campus

story worth sharing?

Here is your chance
to do just that!

BM launches Campus
Motes, a column
dedicated to storles from
the city colleges.
Whether it's addressing
issues or highlighting
this is your platform.
Gear up to contribute
your insights and
experiences.
Start writing
for us now
mybangaloremirror
[Atimesgroup.com

ar
BM WhatsApp numbar
BH91233247

a greater say for students in determin-
g the menu. Students are also seeking
clear averues for lodging complaints
Aot Food quailiny and safety,
Students say that for a long time
hisstel foud has been a debate of bad
taste and the time has come where
students studying In college campus
are servied yummy and hyglenic
fiwind. —Sanjana Rao
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MBA: The key to unlocking
unprecedented career growth

For those with entrepreneurial aspirations, an MBA course helps
them acquire relevant knowledge, skills and valuable insights

N LIGHT of reports suggesting that 80
per cent of Master of Business Ad-
ministration (MBA) graduates land a
job within three months of completing
their education and 79 per cent of the
students of MBA programmes go on to
work for established organisations, the
competitive advantage that MBA degree
holders have in the job market over their
non-MBA counterparts becomes apparent.

Owing to the benefits of doing an MBA
being numerous and far-reaching, pursuing a
programme in any of its wide spectrum of
disciplines, ranging from the traditional spe-
cialisations — finance, operations, marketing
and human resources — to the emerging
ones like Al, sports management and data
analytics, among others has emerged as a
popular choice to enhance career prospects
and personal development.

One of the primary benefits of earning
an MBA degree is access to enhanced ca-
reer opportunities alongside better com-
pensation packages and higher earning po-
tential. Whether one is aiming for a
leadership role or seeking to switch indus-
tries, an MBA can quickly open the door to
accelerated career growth by helping one
gain knowledge and skills pertaining to
general management and expertise in
one's chosen domain of MBA specialisa-
tion. This ensures that graduates emerge
with a diverse skill set and honed compe-
tencies in strategic thinking, analysis, prob-
lem-solving, leadership, and effective com-
munication that enable them to adapt to
changing and challenging business land-
scapes globally alongside confidently taking
on leadership roles.

In addition to providing an excellent op-
portunity for building a strong professional

One of the primary benefits

of earning an MBA degree is
access to enhanced career
opportunities alongside
better compensation
packages and higher
earning potential

network comprising a diverse group of in-
dividuals from different backgrounds and
industries that can prove invaluable
throughout one’s career, MBA programmes
usually have a global focus, offering oppor-
tunities galore for international experi-

ences and exposure to different business
cultures. This global perspective is a sig-
nificant asset in an increasingly intercon-
nected and globalised business world.

Furthermore, for those with entrepre-
neurial aspirations, a relevant MBA course
helps them acquire the knowledge, skills,
valuable insights and access to resources
needed to launch and successfully man-
age their own business.

Whether one aims to start a business,
explore new opportunities and start-up
ideas or climb the corporate ladder, an

MBA — as a significant investment in one’s
future that yields substantial financial re-
turns throughout one's career — is bound
to be a transformative step towards attain-
ing one's career aspirations while acceler-
ating personal growth.




~ Allahabad University students
~ to learn management mantras
of Lord Krishna, top biz honchos

Rajeev Mani
Pravagraj: The faculty of
commerce of Allahabad
University (AU) has started
a five-yvear integrated BBA-
MBA course from the current
academic session, in which
students are being taught
the management mantras of
Lord Krishna through the
Bhagavad Gita, of the Rama-
vana and the Upanishads, as
well as those of Chanakya.

Also, for the first time,
students will study the smart
managerial decisions of top
industrialists like JRD Tata,
Azim Premji, Dhirubhai Am-
bani, N R Narayvana Murthy,
Sunil Mittal and the Birlas.

Besides, thev will also be
taught Ashtanga Yoga that
will help them remain calm
in adverse situations.

The department started
the course last month with

26 students. It will have 10 se-

mesters with multiple entry
and exit systems.

This means, those who
leave the course in the first
yvear will get a one-year cer-
tificate, diploma in the sec-
ond vear, BBA degree in third
vear and MBA degree in the

fifth vear.

Course coordinator She-
fali Nandan said in the paper
‘Indian management thought
and practices’, students
would be imparted with the
traditional knowledge along
with spirituality and man-
agement, cultural ethos,

human values and manage-
ment, Ashtanga Yoga. holis-
tic view of life and medita-
tion and stress.

Artificial intelligence and
startup management had
also been included promi-
nently in the curriculum,
Shefali added.

Scientists are helping starfish that face extinction

Ow*r the past decade, the
sunflower sea star has
gone from a predator of the
Pacific Ocean to nearing
extinction. The Nature Con-
servancy estimates that 5.75
billion sunflower sea stars
died over three vears, a 94%
global decline. The cause,

scientists say, is largely cli-
mate change and warming
waters, spurred by sea star
wasting disease. Hope is
slowly on the horizon. The
Birch Aquarium at Scripps
Institution of Oceanogra-
phy near San Diego suc-
cessfully spawned three

sunflower sea stars recently,
the latest success story in a
sprawling collaborative ef-
fort. TBA has five sunflower
stars, one of the largest pop-
ulations of sunflower sea
stars in captivity in Califor-
nia. But until recently it did
not know their gender. To

determine the sex, research-
ers induced spawning. After
further testing, they can de-
termine whether offspring
could survive disease or
parasites, Once that's done,
the aquarium will be able
to begin the fertilization
Process. Nyy



WHAT STUDENTS WANT

Good stationery, gadgets
and college gear

All college-goers have that one thing that they cannot do without.
Check out some must-haves for the academic world

t is usually at the start of
the academic session that
city markets are flooded
with anvthing students
would like to stock up on,
from stationery to gadgets and
college wear. Here is a low-
down on what students want.

Stationery

Be it school or college, sta-
tionery items like pens, note-
pads and folders are must-
haves for students. Neha
Gupta, a second year engineer-
ing student, says, “Once the
session starts, we get busy with
our routine and other than
Sunday, there isn’t anv other
time to buy these. While work-
ing on assignments and pro-
jects, things like sticky tape, a
stapler, pens and sketch pens
come handy. | have already
purchased a sulficient stock of
all these. | also maintain notes
for every subject and that helps
me revise properly during the
semester exams. | also have a
collection of highlighters to
mark important details.”
Engineering student, Manali
Sharma, prefers maintaining
separate registers for her notes.

“We have educational tours
and visits from time to time, so
a notepad is essential. Also,
instead of just jotting down
notes in one register, | main-
tain separate ones for each sub-
ject. Buying stationery in one
g0 is cost effective.”

Monsoon essentials
and gadgets

The market is flooded with
fancy raincoats and umbrellas
and students are wisely picking
up rain wear to see¢ themselves
through the monsoon. Prakriti
Mehta, a BCA student, says, “I
picked up a threefold umbrella
that is easy to carry. It also fits
in my hand bag.” Besides this,
pen drives and headphones are
topping youngsters' college
shopping lists. Ritesh Parihar,
who is studying journalism,
says, “For my first vear, | will be
travelling via public transport,
A pair of headphones will be a
good companion till | make
new friends.”

Accessories
and bags

College time is when
youngsters like to look their

best, and if your college isn't
one of those that mandates a
uniform, the possibilities to
dress are endless.

Looking for items ranging
from shades to bracelets,
voungsters are busy with their
last-minute shopping before
college reopens. Sheetal
Gangrade, a BBA student, how-
ever says, “In a way, it is good
to have a dress code as it cuts
down on a lot of expenses. |
don’t have to waste time won-
dering what to wear or buying
matching accessories to go
with my casual wear. However,
I love carrving fancy back-
packs. I have bought three
trendy ones. | also have a pair
of monsoon footwear that will
suit anything [ wear.”

Besides accessories, back-
packs are another essential.
There are plenty of backpacks
that have flooded the market.

They can be found in the range

of 200 to "600. Nihar Parihar,
a BCom student, adds, “A
watch is a must-have for me. |
am not brand conscious, but a
good and presentable one is all
[ need on my wrist.”
(Femina)




NIMHANS, University

of Liverpool sigh MoU

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

NIMHANS and the Univer-
sity of Liverpool, U.K., on
Tuesday, signed a new
memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) to expand
their long-standing re-
search partnership. This
research collaboration will
be funded by Pratiksha
Trust through which Kris
Gopalakrishnan,  Chair-
man of Axilor Ventures
and co-founder of Infosys,
has pledged £1.5 million in
support.

The collaborative part-
nership between NIM-
HANS and the University of
Liverpool, established in

2002, has attracted sub-
stantial external funding, -

totalling £10 million, from
various prominent organi-
sations like the Wellcome
Trust, the U.K. Medical Re-
search Council, the Indian

Council for Medical Re-

search, and the Gates
Foundation, according to a
statement from NIMHANS.

Research areas

NIMHANS director Pratima
Murthy said on the re-
newed partnership, “To-
gether, we have achieved
remarkable progress in the
fields of maternal and child
mental health, epilepsy,
and brain infections. We
stand poised to uncover
even more, to change lives,
and to make a significant
impact on the world-
’s healthcare landscape
with the generous funding

by the Pratiksha Trust.”
The partnership has
three core research

The partnership has
three core research
strands — brain
infections, child

and maternal mental
health, neuro-imaging
and epilepsy research

strands — brain infections,

~ child and maternal mental

health and neuro-imaging
and epilepsy research.
Each of these will be led by
experts from University of
Liverpool and NIMHANS.
The partnership also in-
cludes a dual PhD pro-
gramme, and joint work-
shops held annually to set
research priorities and ex-
plore new avenues of re-
search. “With the generous
support of Kris Gopalak-
rishnan, the partnership
will expand across four key
components: Dual PhD

programme, Early Career |

Researcher Exchange pro-
gramme, Senior Research-
er Exchange programme,
and joint Annual Sympo-
sia,” she said.

Tim Jones, Vice-Chan-
cellor, University of Liver-
pool, said, “This MoU and
the generous donation
from Mr. Gopalakrishnan
will allow us to further our
research work.”

Mr.  Gopalakrishnan,
said his Trust is glad to con-
tribute to the joint efforts
of NIMHANS and Universi-
ty of Liverpool to tackle

complex health challeng- |

es. “We believe that this
collaboration will have far-

reaching positive conse-

quences for the well-being [ :

of individuals worldwide,”
he said. :

|







ADITYA-L1 CAPTURES FIRST
GLIMPSE OF SOLAR FLARES

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

ADITYA-L1, India’s maiden
mission to the Sun, has cap-
tured the first high-energy X-
ray glimpse of solar flares, the
Indian Space Research Organi-
sation (ISRO) announced on
Tuesday.

“During its first observation
period from approximately
12:00 to 22:00 UT on October 29,
2023, the High Energy L1 Orbit-
ing X-ray Spectrometer (HE-
L10S) on board Aditya-L1 has
recorded the impulsive phase
of solar flares. The recorded
data is consistent with the X-
ray light curves provided by
NOAAs GOES,” said the space
agency on platform X.

This feat was achieved by
the payload onboard Adiya-L1
High-Energy L1 Orbiting X-ray
Spectrometer (HEL10S),
which was developed by ISRO’s
Space Astronomy Group of the

UR Rao Satellite Centre in
Bengaluru. The payload was
commissioned on October 27,
and has been monitoring the
Sun for hard X-ray activities
ever since.

A solar flare is a sudden
brightening of the solar atmos-
phere, which involves 1027 —
1032 ergs of energy release in
tens of minutes. Flares produce
enhanced emission in all wave-
lengths across the electromag-
netic spectrum - radio, optical,
UV, soft X-rays, hard X-rays and
gamma-rays.

According to scientists, stud-
ying solar flares can be crucial
to understanding how they af-
fect the Earth. These flares can
reportedly have an impact on
communication systems, radi-
08 and power systems in
general.

In a statement, ISRO ex-
plained, “Though solar flares
have been studied in X-rays and
gamma-rays for decades, the

initial impulsive emission is
very difficult to characterise
and understand. The impulsive
hard X-ray emission has multi-
ple spectral components which
are highly time variable. Fur-
ther, the spectrum is very steep,
the emission above 20 keV is
typically several orders of mag-
nitude (about a million times)
lower than that of the emission
below 10 keV.”

Scientists said HEL10S aims
to overcome these difficulties
by having a set of detectors spe-
cifically tuned to cater to differ-
ent energy ranges and also pro-
vides very high spectral and
time resolution measurements.
Currently, the instrument is set
to monitor the Sun’s high-ener-
gy X-ray activity with fast tim-
ing and high-resolution
spectra.

The mission was launched
on September 2, 2023, from the
Satish Dhawan Space Centre
(SDSC) in Sriharikota.
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WHILE PLANTS HAVE
LIFE. THEY HAVE
ALSO EVOLVED WAYS
TO COMMUNICATE,
EXPRESS
THEMSELVES AND
RESPOND TO
SITUATIONS

SONIA SALI

n Lewis Carol's Through
the Looking Glass and
What Alice Found There,
when Alice loses her way in
a magical flower garden.
she turns to a tiger lily and
sayvs, "1 wish vou could
talk.” To her astonishment,
it replies. “We can talk when
there’s anvbody worth talk-
ing to.” The excerpt though a
fantasy, science has proved oth-
erwise, clarifying to the human
world that plants can commu-
nicate, act, react and send sig-
nals, making them more living
than just beings with no physi-
cal brains. Tracing back in
time. the concept of plants hav-
ing emotions was first discov-
ered in 1848 by Gustav Fechner,
an experimental psychologist.
who claimed that plants have
emotions and can grow better
when talked to, given attention
and affection. However, life
reads differently 1n a jungle full
of trees where they grow
together

The Woed Wide Web

While in the human world, we
rely on the internet to commu-
nicate with our fellow beings,
Peter Wohlleben, a German for-
ester says trees communicate
through the Wood Wide Web.
He says trees are connected to
each other through an under-
ground fungal network. These
fungi known as mycorrhizas
help share water, nutrients and
communicate with other trees
about distress signals, diseases,
droughts and insect attacks.
Besides, trees also identify the
similarities and differences in
their microbial makeup to rec-
ognise trees from their UWn
species and prefer sharing nu-

WOR
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= Water, minerals

=» Photosynthesis
products
(Carbohydrates,
vitamins)

Saprotrophic
litter fungl

trients with them. Scientists
call this the ‘Kin Recognition’.

In a paper published in 1997
in Nature, it is suggested that
plants do not compete, but co-
operate with each other to help
the other thrive. Alarm and dis-
tress are the prime tree
conversations.

Monica Gagliano from the
University of Western Austral-
ia says some plants emit and
detect sounds -- a crackling
noise in the roots at a frequen-
cy of 220 hertz that is inaudible
to humans. They also commu-
nicate through the air using
scent signals and pheromones.
When a lawn is freshly mowed
and the air smells thick of cut
grass - a blend of aldehydes,
ketones, alcohols and esters - it
is the grass crying out for help
signaling its neighbours of
danger. Similarly, when a her-

Microtrophic plant

Symbiotic
mycorrhizal
fung|

bivore starts chewing the leaves
of a tree/plant, it notices the
injury and emits a distress sig-
nal in the form of ethylene gas
that alerts the neighbouring
trees/plants.

The neighbours start pump-
ing tannins into their leaves in
large quantities that will shoo
away the herbivore. On the oth-
er hand, trees also have a sense
of taste. Wohlleben writes that
when leaves are attacked by

Autotrophic

plant

HUMAN-LIKE
EMOTIONS?
Experts believe that the
Soul-lfe Theory dates
back to 18481 a book
aalled Nannd (Sout-life of
Plants), in which German
psychologist Gustav
Fechner suggested that

feeling emotions akin to
human beings. However,
we do not know for a fact
that plants respond to
affection,

Saprotrophic
wood fungi

leaf-eating caterpillars, they
detect the saliva of the caterpil-
lar and release pheromones
that attract parasitic wasps.
The wasps lay their eggs inside
the caterpillars and eat them
from the inside out.

Richard Karban, a professor
of entomology at the Universi-
ty of California. in one of his
experiments, notes that sage-
brush plants sound alarms
when they are attacked by
pests, thus pushing other sage-
brush plants to grow faster and
stronger.

Besides, flowers also commu-
nicate with pollinators through
colours, patterns, shapes and
fragrances. Researchers at the
University of Bristol discov-
ered that bumblebees are posi-
tively charged and flowers neg-
atively charged. When a bee
sits on a flower, there is an ex-

plants might be capable of

change of energy that creates
an electric field that the bee
feels. Thus, this connection im-
prints the flower on the bee's
memory, encouraging it to re-
turn. Moreover, plants can also
listen and respond likewise. Re-
searchers found that pea plants
direct their roots towards the
sound of moving water, even if
it is just a recording and no ac-
tual water present. Primrose
flowers automatically produce
sweeter nectar by the very
sound of bees buzzing - artifi-
cial or natural.

Mothering the young

Suzanna Simard from the Uni-
versity of British Columbia
who is best known for her re-
search on ‘mother trees’ says
these trees are the oldest and
biggest in a forest that has a
much-advanced fungal net-
work. Though not female trees
_ always, they play the role of
e a supportive, maternal
figure owing to their

deep roots that help them
draw water to shallow rooted
seedlings. They share their ex-
cess nitrogen and carbon

“~.._ through mycorrhizal net-

works with understory
seedlings, thus increasing their
chances of survival. They also
reinforce their neighbour trees
by supplying them nutrients,
and when one of them is strug-
gling, mother trees detect the
distress signals and supply nu-
trients accordingly, more like
an old mother backing up her
young daughters. Mother trees
are the central hub in a forest
and are connected to hundreds
of other trees. However, re-
search makes it clear that kin
seedlings receive more carbon
from mother trees than stranger
seedlings.

From the light of the above
findings, it is evident that plants
do communicate with each oth-
er. Scientists argue that trees do
not have any will or intention
of their own, but they are living
beings like us. Therefore
though science still does not
completely agree with the con-
sciousness of plants, we can at
least let them grow old with dig-
nity and die at a ripe old age



Aditya-L1 payload
records early phase
of solar flares

BENGALURU, DHNS: The In-
dian Space Research Organ-
isation (Isro) said on Tuesday
thataninstrument on India’s
first space-based solar obser-
vatory Aditya-L1 has made
recordings of the impulsive
phase of solar flares.

The High Energy L1 Or-
biting X-ray Spec-
trometer (HEL1OS) £
on board Aditya-L1
made the record-
ings during its first
observation period
on October 29, from
approximately12:00 |
to 22:00 UT. The re-
corded datais consis-
tent with the X-ray
light curves provided by the

Geostationary Operational

Environmental Satellites
(GOES) operated by the US’
National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration, Isro
said.

HELIOS, developed by the
Space Astronomy Group of
Isro’s U R Rao Satellite Cen-
tre, is designed to capture
the early, impulsive phase
of solar flares - the sudden,
explosive releases of enor-
mousamountsofenergy. The

data from HELI1OS enables
researchers to study the ex-
plosive energy release and
electronacceleration during
the impulsive phases of these
events.

While these flares have
beeus studied in X-rays and
gamma-rays for decades,
the initial impulsive
|| emission is very dif-
& ficult to character-

= ise and understand,
Isro noted. HEL10S
comes with detec-
tors that can address
these challengeswith
their capability to
cater to different en-
ergy ranges and pro-
vide high spectral and time
resolution measurements.

HEL10S was commis-
sioned on October 27 and
has been monitoring the sun
for hard X-ray activities, the
space agency said.

Isro, in a graphical repre-
sentation, marked the impul-
sive phase of the flare as dis-
tinguishable from the GOES
observation. It also marked
the strongest event during
the observation period, a C6
class flare at13:00 UT.

|



Reflections on Artificial Intelligence, as friend or foe

tri hs, and also fears being

Expmgpssed by many including some of
the best minds in Al The Asseciation for
Computing Machinery released a statement in
October 2022 on ‘Principles for Responsible
Algorithmic Systems’, a broader class of systems
that include Al systems. Several leading Al
experts and thinkers have been part of different
cautionary messages about Al, issued by the
Future of Life Institute, the Assoclation for the
Advancement of Artificial Intelligence and the
Center for Al Safety. There Is deep concern about
M&ﬂ:qmnng many who know it. What is behind

rtificial Intelligence (Al) has been
A dominating the headlines for its

Areas of use, limitations and AGI

Al systems are capable of exhibiting
pel?urmame on specific or “narrow” tasks,
which has made It to the news in the held of
chess, Go(a alg:ﬁme several orders harder than
chess) and in biochemistry for protein
folding. 3

The performance and utility of Al systems
hnpmvgeas the task Is narrmrreyd, making them
valuable assistants to humans. Speech
recognition, translation, and even identifying
common objects such as photographs, are justa
few tasks that Al systems tackle today, even
exceeding human performance in some
instances. Their performance and utility degrade
on more “general” or ll-defined tasks. They are
weak in integrating inferences across situations
based on the common sense humans have.

Artificlal General Intelligence (AGI) refers to
intelligence that Is not limited or narrow. Think of
It as human “common sense” but absent in Al
systems. Common sense will make a human save
his life in a life-threatening situation while a robot
may remain unmoved. There are no credible
efforts towards bullding AGI yet. Many experts
believe AGI will never be achleved by a machine;
others believe it could be in the far future.

A big moment for Al was the release of
ChatGI'T, in November 2022, ChatGPT isa
generative Al tool that uses a Large La
Model (LLM) to generate text. L1Ms are
artificial neural networks that ingest large
amounts of digital text to build a statistical
“model”. Several LLMs have been buiit by
Coogle, Meta, Amazon, and others. ChatGPT’s
stun success in penerating flawless
parag‘g]g]tﬁ caught Lﬁ um‘]ﬁ attention. Writing
could now be outsourced to It. Some experts even
saw “sparks of AGI” in GPT4; AGI could emerge
from a bigger LLM in the near future,

Other experts refute this vociferously, based on
how LLMs work. At the basic level, LLMs merely
predict the most probable or relevant word to
follow a given sequence of words, based on the

P,]. Narayanan
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There needs 1o
be systematic
evaluation of
the efficacy and
shortcomings of
Artificial
Intelligence (Al)
in an Indian
situation even if
doomsday
predictions
about Al use
and its impact
are bascless

learned statistical model. They are just
“stochastic parrots,” with no sense of meaning.
They “hallucinate” facts, confidently
(and wrongly) — awarding Nobel prizes
generously and confuring credible citations to
non-existent academic pa

True AGI will beahlgdwrslfandwhen it
arrives. Machines outperform humans in every
physical task today and AGI may lead to Al
“machines” bettering humans in many
inteflectual or mental tasks. Bleak scenarios of
super-intelligent machines enslaving humans
have been imagined. ACI systems could be a
superior specles created by humans outslide of
evolution. AGI will indeed be a momentous
development that the world must prepare for
serfously.

1 believe current LLMs and their successors are
not even close to AGIL. But will AGI arrive some
day? | reserve my judgement. However, the hype
and panic about LLMs or Al leading directly 1o
human extinction are baseless. The odds of the
successors of the current tools “taking over the
world” are zero.

Where the dangers lie
Does that mean we can live happlly without
worrying about the impact of Al? | see three
possible types of dangers arising from AL

Superhuman Al: The danger of a super
intelligent AI converting humans to slaves. 1 do
not worry about such a highly unlikely scenario.

Malicious humans with powerful Al: Al tools
are relatively easy to build. Even narrow Al tools
can cause serlous harm when matched with
maliclous intent. LLMs can generate believable
untruths as fake news and create deep mental
anguish leading to self-harm. Public opinion can
be manipulated to affect democratic elections. Al
tools work globally, taking little cognisance of
boundaries and barriers. Individual malice can
instantly impact the globe. Governments may
approve or support such actions against
“enemies”. We have no effective defence against
maliclous human behaviour. Well- meaning
people have expressed concern about
Al-powered “smart” wea in the military.
Unfortunately, calls for a are not effective in
such situations. 1 do not see any easy defence
against the malicious use of AL

Highly capable and Inscrutable Al: Al systems
will continue to improve and will be employed to
assist humans, They may end up harming some
sections more than others unintentionally,
despite the best intentlons of thelr creators.
These systems are created using Machine
Learning from data from the world and can
perpetuate the shortcomings of the data. They
may introduce asymmetric behaviours that go
against certain groups. Camera-based face

recognition systems have been shown to be more

accurate on fatr-skinned men than on
dark-skinned women. Such unintended and
unknown bias can be catastrophic in Al systems
that steer autonomous cars and dlagnose medical
conditions. Privacy Is a critical concern as
rithmic ms watch the world constantly.
EEI}' permnmca;l be tracked always, ﬁnlajngnﬁtﬁ']e

fundamental right to privacy.
Another worry is about who develops these

technologies and how. Most recent advances took
place in companies with huge computational,
data, and human resources. ChatGPT was
developed by OpenAl which began as a non-profit
and transformed Into a for-profit entity. Other

in the Al game are Google, Meta,
ﬁmﬁ, and A]g:le. Cmnn?;rg;:la] entitles with
no effective public oversight are the centres of
action. Do they have the incentive to keep Al
systems just?

Everything that affects humans significantly
needs public oversight or regulation. Al systems
can have a serious, | impact
on Individuals. Yet, they can be deployed on mass
scale instantly with no oversight. How do we
bring about effective regulation without stifling
creativity? What are the parameters about an Al
system that need to be watched carefully and
how? There is very little understanding of these
|ssues.

Many a social media debate rages about Al
leading to destruction. Amidst doomsday
scenarios, solutlons such as banning or pausing
research and development In Al - as suggested

many — are neither practical nor effective.

may draw attention away from the serious
Issues posed by Insufficlent scrutiny of AL We
need to talk more about the unintentional harm
Al inflict on some or all of humanity. These
are solvable, but concerted efforts are needed.

india must be prepared
Awareness and debate on these Issues are largely
absent in India. The adoption of Al systems Is low
in the country, but these used are mostly made in
the West. We need systematic evaluation of thelr
efficacy and shortcomings in Indian situations.
We need to establish mechanisms of checks and
balances before larpe-scale deployment of Al
systems. Al holds tremendous potential in
different sectors such as public health,
agriculture, transportation and povernance. As
we exploit India’s advantages in them, we need
more discussions to make Al systems responsible,
fair, and just to our society. The E an Union
Is on the verge of enacting an Al Ac mﬁ
latkons based on a stratification of
ential risks. Indla needs a framework for itsell,
ing in mind that regulations have been

heavy-handed as well as lax in the past,

The views expressed arv personal



Cyber threat alert: Verify if
your data was compromised

Lock up Aadhaar biometric, keep a close tab on SMS inbox, credit report
ONLINE IDENTITY THEFT: STEPS VICTIMS MUST TAKE

BINDISHA SARANG

Analleged data breach involving 815
million Indians hassurfacedonthe
Dark Web. According to media reports,
millions of Indians’ Aadhaarand
passport details, names, phone
numbers, and temporary and
permanent addresses have been stolen.
Says Ritesh Bhatia, cyber-crime
investigator, cybersecurity, and data
privacy consultant, “Investigations by
several hackergroupsshow thatthe
number could be muchsmaller —a few
lakhs. Nonetheless, it's important to
take a few measures after thisbreach,
besides being constantly vigilant.”

Measures you should take

The first step voushould take, according
to Bhatia, isto lock your biometrics for
additional security. Your biometric data
isstored securelyinthe Aadhaar
system. Using the mAadhaar app, you
can lock and unlock your biometricsat
your convenience. Says Bhatia, “You
can also lock your biometrics fromthe
www.uidai.gov.in website,”

Know your status

By runninga few checks, itis possible to
learn if you are amongthose whose data
has been compromised. Says

m |dentity theft is the m Change all your ® (ontact credit
deliberate and passwords immediately, bureaus and raise a
unauthorised use of opt for alphanumeric dispute
someone else’s Lol ®m Inform the nearest
pEISﬂnal iﬂfﬂrmaﬂnn fo B {ﬂ ntact your hanks H 5! tl
commit fraud or gain lenders, and insurance pub i ﬁ K
financial benefits companies il

m Check all your accounts immediately; request | ™ Check your computer
to see if multiple banks to close all and mabile for viruses,
accounts have been affected accounts and install anti-virus
compromised Open new ones software

of data breach. Clear it periodically of
one-time passwords (OTPs) and other
banking-related information. Says
Bhatia, “Checkevery SMSyouget. Many
peopleignorethem. Rememberif there
isanactivity inyour account, your
financial institution will send youan
SMS, not a WhatsApp message.”

Be cautious about downloading
apps. Some of them could access your
messages and other information stored
on your phone. Says Setia, "Monitor
yvour financial statements frequently for
unauthorised transactions.”

Checkyour credit report periodically
forunexplained entriesor inquiriesyou
haven't made.

Ajay Setia, chiefexecutive
officer (CEO), Invincible
Ocean, a Metaverse platform,
“Check for exposed data
onsiteslike LeakPeek

or DeHashed.”

Safeguards against
future attacks

Data breachesare becoming
common. Take a few

YOUR
MONEY

Know your rights
Indiaguaranteesdata
protectionrightsunderits
constitution and the
Information Technology Act
of 2000. ‘Body corporates’
face penaltiesfor
mishandlingsensitive data.
Courtsrecognisetherightto
claim damages for privacy
violations.

pre-emptive measuresto
protect yourselfagainst
future attacks.

First, ensure that your antivirus
software isupdated. Second, avoid
clicking on links within text messages
sent by unknown sources. Says Setia,
“Delete stored passwords from your
systems. Also, update your passwords
regularly, particularly for internet
banking and other crucial websites.”

YourSMS inboxcanalsobeasource

However, the Act's strict
definitionof ‘body corporate’
raisesconcernsregardingwhether it
appliesto specific government bodies.
Says Pratyush Miglani, managing
partner, MVAC Advocates &
Consultants, “The Digital Personal Data
Protection (DPDFP) Act further bolsters
data protection, imposing penalties of
upto250 crore for databreaches.
Nevertheless, the DPDP Act allows for
exemptions toentitiesengaged in

research, archiving, and statistics. The
government, too, hasthe power to
exempt institutions fromits
applicability, raising questions about its
application to public institutions.”

Buy cyber insurance cover

Today, buyingcyber insurance has
become a must not just for corporates
but even forindividuals. In the event of
adata breach, thiscover providesan
individual the following: credit
monitoringservices, compensation for
loss of wage while pursuing a resolution,
and legal costs incurred on claiming
damages fromathird party forthe data
breach. Says T ARamalingam, chief
technical officer, Bajaj Allianz General
Insurance, " The cyber policy for
individuals also covers financial loss
arising from a cyber-attack, cost of data
restoration and malware
decontamination, and cost incurred on
dealing with acyber-extortion attempt.
Italsooffers coverstosmart devices
that may have been affected.”

Cyber insurance also offers
protectionagainst identity theft,
cyberstalking, phishing, email
spoofing, media liability claims, cyber
extortion, and databreach by athird
party. The sum assured available can
range from?3 lakhto 1 crore. Says Naval
Goel, CEO and founder, PolicyX.com,
“Currently, only three companiesofter
cyber insurance. Some ofthem provide
worldwide coverage. Usually, these
plansaretargeted at individuals,
butyou can buy a top-up coverto
protect your spouse, children, and
other family members.”




Great deep tech ventures starting to emerge in India

There are challenges of funding, talent, market access, and policy. Several positive signs are visible in each of these, but a lot more could be done, and faster
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Even though more women are pursuing STEM education

than men in India, their representation in companies is

still low. We asked women techies what their advice
was for young girls to correct this imbalance

There is nothing
like a career in tech

NOT ENOUGH WOMEN
AT TOP LEVELS

D:-Inlln.- states that there has been a
consistent increase in the number of
wamen prifessionals with a notakle 11.7% rse
i thesr presance |n india's technology sector
Althaugh mode woimen are pursidng cireers in
technalogy than evar belore, thare remasns a
slgnificant lower number of wamen in
leadedship ar C-sulte roles. pust ke everyore
el | encountered saveral challenges amd
mppioriunithes while climbing the wecess
ladsdiar, In 19497, | began warking with my deesm
company YSNL (today Tata Communications),
[t wind my first exposire navigating an
Independont |ife and career in 2 now city
without family arownd. As Tata
Comrunicalbons made acguisitions and
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lobal selting which was
touwgh but inspiring. it
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thee rest of the world,
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WORK A FEW YEARS BEFORE DOING PHD

have grown ug In 8 Tamily of STEM profedslongly and thus from

warly on | was determined io make a carear in STEML After my
undies -graduation in microblohogy, | directly went for 8 PRD program
It was a proud moment 1o be a PhD holder at an age of
1, Mowever, It came with 4 set of challenges Lince
ane lacks the holistie perspective and
understamding at that age. I¥ asked today, | would
advise the younger generation to complete their
Masber's, get a couple of years of wark grperience
and then prepare lor & PhD program. When |
ioined Marico, | was proud to see over 5% of
worman in the RAD degartment, | waukd orge
the younger generation o hawe a rode madel
in their lite as it helps fn shaping
mpltations and amibiticrs, My
grandiather and parents were Lhe plllar
af my principles and caresr cholces,
i whiich always guided me on the
L gl trach,
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CHANGED WBHA'S LIFE &
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IT'LL TAKE TIME TO FIND THAT COMFORT ZONE

% & meovman in thee STEM Tarldd, | do Radn some chalirnpirs. Growenp

g b umadl ity and attending an eb-girh schiopl and collegr, i
el & (big aduatreinl b radlion U0 & profeiiional career ina
martropolitan city. Soddenty. | wal in 4 mone diverse team and
reedied to becomee monre adept ot prioeitiLeng between wore g
periomal B, Hosmrorr, with tirse and suppert from my e, | was
e to land my comion lone snd ewen redrived 8 double promotion
10 1 Wt Lofwane engmeer while halancing mothertood. M, my
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erpneert, aying on top of all setistners a2 work and
hivping up with the ever-changiag Lrchnology! Wy
adwice for girls and women wha want [o puriae STRW
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onduciet 10 you perional and peofetsional
promth, where your costpibatioss wre recognined
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LOOK FOR ALLIES AND ADAPT TO CHANGE TO THRIVE

5 a4 softwanre developer, in mp earfy years | Bad a learmang curve to
anceratand e Dip pecluse. | wis constantiy (rying to sdagd 1o the
dynamic emvenarment of tast evoiving techmologies. o my early years, 5
4 woOrman =0 tech, fiy frsl struggie miri Fghting for esclution, in & male
derminated ndutry, nd being considensd 10 lead 8 prosect. Since then, |
have grown, By networkeg with the rght peopde. seif-iparnang rew tech
#iacki, gl planEng & Meilers snd WAL in compder indarmation

wysiermy | created o soac for mypRsll n the Gedd and il 2
strong foundatson, Currently at Worgan Stanley. | kzad a team
provadang (ore platiorm servaces for mealth munageemest
techmniogy Epplaaticns enahling modemisalion with
aufomation, and toolng. Wikle giving advice 1o asaring young
gark there are three thengs | ahways say: Look for allies. focus
on the end goal and sdapt to change 33 change = the

ondy (oursianl
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® AIMS TO BEGIN BUSINESS IN H2 OF 2024

Flipkart co-founder
Binny Bansal to
launch Al startup

Al-AS-A-SERVICE STARTUP

To offer financial
services, data science
and analytics

SARITHA RAI
Movember 7

BILLIONAIRE BINMNY BANSAL
is launching an Al-as-a-ser-
vice startup that will target
global customers, expanding
to the fast-growing segment
after making a fortune in
Indian e-commerce.

Bansal, who co-founded
online retailer Flipkart and sold
it to Walmart, has hired 15
experts for the venture —
mostlyartificial intelligence sci-
entists — and plans to quickly
add more, according to people
familiarwith the matter.

Hewants to offer Al talent,
products and services to cor-
porate customers, emulating
the business model of out-
sourcing providers like Tata
Consultancy Services and
Infosys, the people said, ask-
ing to not be named as the
effort isn't yet public.

The startup’s main opera-
tions will be in Bengaluru,
and it's headquartered in Sin-
gapore, where it’s in stealth
mode for nowand will launch
its offerings within months,
the people said.

It also plans to expand to
the US,one of the people said.

Companies theworld over
are looking to harness Al,
encouraged by new tools such
as the ChatGPT chatbot from
Microsoft-backed OpenAl

That's resulted in huge
demand for Al specialists,and
Bansal is looking to tap
India’s vast English-speaking,
youthful population to train
more experts for new types of

Binny Bansal, who
co-founded online
retailer Flipkart and
sold it to Walmart,
has hired 15 experts
for the venture —
mostly artificial
intelligence
scientists

%
1.

mHewantsto | ®The m's
offer Al talent, | main business
productsand | willbein
services to Bengaluru, and
corporate headquartered
customers, in Singapore,
emulating the | whereit'sin
business stealth mode
model of for now and
outsourcing | will launch its
providers like | offerings within
TCS &Infosys | months

B Companies the world over
are looking to harness Al
encouraged by new tools such
as the ChatGPT chatbot from
Microsoft-backed OpenAl

Al services.

While Bansal is playing his
cards close to hisvest as to the
exact products he plans to
offer, he will target the legal
and e-commerce industries
first, one of the people said.

The startup also plans to
offer services in the fields of
financial services and data
science and analytics.

It aims toroll out products
and services and begin mar-
keting in the second half
of 2024,

Bansal, 40, declined to
comment.

The billionaire moved to
Singapore after selling his
Bengaluru-based internet
company and now shuttles
between the cities.

The Al startup will focus
on training talent and offer-

ing services from India's
smaller cities, where the cost
of living is lower.

Bansal and his Flipkart co-
founder Sachin Bansal (no
relation) graduated from the
Indian Institute of Technol-
ogy Delhiand worked at Ama-
zon.com before quitting in
their mid-twenties.

They established Flipkart
as a more localised online
retailer for India, inspired by
Amazon, nearly six years
before the Seattle giant
entered the country’s retail
market.

Binny went on to become
the chief operating officer of
Flipkart, and then its chief
executive officer, before selling
a majority stake in the com-
pany to Walmart in 2018 for
S16billion. —BLOOMBERG
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Track and target
differently

A cookie-less era will
unleash the potential
of advertising

B TEJINDER GILL

IN THE 1800s, the world mar-
velled at the traditional landline
telephone,asymbolofinnovation
for its time. For generations, these
landline phonesconnected people
across India. However, the 21st
century ushered in a transforma-
tive erawith the widespread adop-
tion of mobile phones. They
offered greater mobility and con-
venience, enabling access to ser-
vices beyond their reach.

Fast forward to 2023, and we
find ourselves in a comparable
juncture in digital advertising.
This time, it’s about the next gen-
eration of digital identity.

Originally, cookies weren't
made for advertising, but mar-
keters started using them to
deliver personalised campaignsin
the earlydays,whendigital adver-
tising happened on websites.
Today, the landscape extends well
beyond the confines of browsers.
Itnowencompasses diverse chan-
nels on the open internet such as
over-the-top,connected TV, music
streaming, online gaming ete., all
of which do not rely on cookies.
The limitations of cookies in
addressing the challenges under-
scores the need for alternative
solutions,

In the last few years, the ad-
tech industry has proactively cre-
ated new and betteridentity solu-
tions that work across channels.

This transformation begins
with a simple yet powerful con-
cept - ‘Togging in’ Nearly all apps,
websites, and platforms now
require user logins. Even services
that don't compel users to log in
are actively encouraging them to
do so, in pursuit of offering per-
sonalised content. This shift is

poised togainmomentum as pub-
lishers and advertisers redefine
the role of identity in a post-
coolde, omnichannel context.

‘Logging in'is the premise on
which new ‘alternative’ identity
frameworks like Unified 1D 2.0,
ID5 and LiveRamp's Authenti-
cated Traffic Solution have been
created. With alternative- 1Ds,
advertisers can meet theirneed to
measure and manage campaigns
across all channels — even those
that never used cookies in the first
place. Advertisers can see, for
example, if a certain audience
group hasseenaparticularadona
streaming platform, and then
manage the frequency of that ad
for the viewer across all channels.
Advertisers know bombarding is
not good for their brand.

The benefits also extend to
consumers. They can now log in
using theiremail addresses,which
are then hashed and encrypted by
thealt ID system, ensuring that no
personally identifiable informa-
tion is accessible to advertisers,
While walled gardens prioritise
privacywithin theirwalls, theopen
internet provides marketers a
viable environment to reach more
engaged users, who are spending
more time outside of thesewalls,

The advertising industry is
moving away from cookies and
this transition is inevitable
because, once you've experienced
the efficiency of mobile phones,
you realise just how outdated it is
torely onlandline phone.

The author is general manager,
The Trade Desk
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Visitors revel at a special fashion show promoting Indian handlooms held at Jayamahal Hotel recently | vinoo xumar 1

CORN PAKODA

Hyderabad

% Contributed by S Anil

INGREDIERTS

a Comn:icup = (hilli powder: 1tsp
i Dry mango powder: | tsp @ Besan:1wp

= Onion: | (finely chopped) = Salt:1tsp

= Green chilli: 7 ( finely chopped) = Water:1/2 cp
METHOD

® Toabowl aod com, besar, chopped onion, chapped green chilli
and water.

® Add salt, chilli powder, dry mango powder and mix well.
m Take small portions of the mixture and deep fry it in hot oil.
= Once done, serve it hot with your favourite beverage.

What's cooking in your kitchen?
We are hungry for recipes with minimum ingredients and
maximum flavours, Share your quick-fix with us, along with
step-by-step photos, at bengalurucityexpress@gmail.com

EKA PADA SIRSASANA PALMS TO FLOOR
(FOOT BEHIND THE HEAD POSE PALMS TO FLOOR)

This challenging seated pose Is associated with the Anahata (heart) chakra, which
increases feelings of love and compassion. It is a part of the intermediate serfes or Nadi
Shodhana of Ashtanga yoga. It should be performed with the help of an expert.

STEPS

@ Siton the floor comfortably in Dandasana with legs
stretched.

@ Inhale, bend your right leg at the knee, lift the right foot
and bring it near the trunk by holding the right ankle
with your hands. Place the leg on the back of the neck
with toes pointing upwards.

® Exhale, keep the back straight and move the right foot
from the shoulders.

o Make sure that the back of the right thigh touches the
back of the right shoulder.

® Place your palms on the floor, near to the hips. if the
head is not held up properly, the leg will slip off the
neck. The back of the left leg should touch the floor.

@ Remain in this position from 15 to 60 seconds and
continue deep breathing.

o Torelease, hold the right ankle with both hands, lower
the right leg to the ground and straighten it.

- @ Repeat this pose
on the left side by
% placing the left leg
' behind the neck.
e Dotheposeon
both sides for the

same duration of
time.

BENEFITS

@ Helps increase the biood
flow, especially in your
back.

o The inreased blood flow

helps remove toxins that
are accumulated.

® The pose improves the
hemoglobin levels.

o Helps people who suffer
from anemia and nervous
trembling.

@ Helps digest food quickly.

® This pose also increases
your flexibility.

@ |t makes hips and legs
flexible and spine more
supple.

LIMITATIONS
People suffering from
sciatica, hip problem or

hernia, have spinal problems
orinjuries and problems with

the back or knees, avoid
this.

By N Elumalai, PhD Scholar (Yoga Science) at
Meenakshi Academy of Higher Education & Research, Chennai



Mental healt

report

More people are
seeking help for anxiety,
depression and burnout

RASHMI RAJAGOPAL
TEAM METROLIFE

3 sychologists and therapists
P believe that the past year has had
a significant impact on mental
health. They have recorded a rise in
patients with anxiety and depression in
the past 6-12 months. They reason that
multiple wars, communal issues, natural
disasters and lingering grief from the
pandemic are to blame.

Experts say the world is in a polycrisis.
Aterm coined in the 1970s, it is defined
as a time of multiple catastrophic events
occurring simultaneously.

Psychologist Afifa Kauser, founder of
Let’s Talk Healing, says she noted a rise
in cases during the pandemic years. Af-
ter a brieflull, she’s been receiving more
queries for therapy sessions. “Earlier I
would receive one or two messages
and calls per day, asking for help. Now
it's jumped to 15-20 enquiries a day,”
she reveals.

Community healing

Anxiety caused by a sense of uncertainty
due to what's happening around the
world, and the potential threat to certain
minority communities are the leading
causes for her patients to seek profes-
sional help. “As a lot of the problems
they are facing are similar, I conducted

a healing circle recently,” she reveals.
Around 50 people attended the session.
. which saw participants sharing their
experiences. The facilitators also shared
strategies for self care. After receiving
more enquiries, Afifa is planning to host

uptic

experts
Incases

.
e %

R o g

The global crisis has led to a sense ofAfutility and uncertainty about the future, say

psychologists. PIC FOR REPRESENTATION

another session for 400 people in collab-
oration with multiple organisations.

A significant number of her patients
are new mothers. Being bombarded
with news of the wars on social media
and television has added to the trauma
of those suffering from postpartum
depression. “A lot of them are dealing
with feelings of guilt. They feel guilty
that they’re able to feed and clothe their
children and comfort them when they're
upset, when at the same time mothers
in strife-torn countries are seeing their
children dying,” she explains.

Other factors like vicarious trauma
(caused by watching disturbing videos),
cognitive dissonance (when what one be-
lieves is at odds with what one is seeing)
and political gaslighting are contribut-
ing to mental health issues.

Staying in the present
Therapist Maullika Sharma shares that

apart from anxiety and depression, most
of her patients are dealing with burnout.
“The future by definition is unpredict-
able. But the pandemic has heightened
that feeling. It has proven that life can
change in an instant,” she says. She
advises her patients to “focus on what
they can control and stay in the present”.
“Task them what they can do now to
have a more stable future and tell them
towork on that. I make them understand
that they can control their thoughts,
feelings, behaviour and how they react
to situations,” she tells Metrolife.

Kala Balasubramanian, psychothera-
pist at Inner Dawn Counselling, says
that a common feeling shared by a lot
of her patients is a sense of futility. “They
ask me what's the point of life when
innocent people are getting killed or are
losing all their possessions,” she shares.

She explains that the increase in cases
could be a result of multiple factors.

SELFCARETIPS

@ First,one must acknowledge that
being affected by what's happeningin
theworldisanormal response, says
AfifaKauser.

» Afifa advises drawing boundaries
and not engaging with people who
arecausing youdistress, especially
strangers on social media. “If your
friends or family have opinions that
could be triggering, inform them that
youwill not discuss the topic with
them and stick to your decision,” she
adds.

@ Limityour exposure tosocial
media or accounts whose content
could be triggering.

® Practice diaphragmatic breathing.
Doingit two to three times a day will
resetyour nervous system, she says.
@ Lastly, shesays, it'simportant to
take care of your physical health. "As
aresult of vicarious trauma, people
have been complaining about pain
intheir body. | would advise regular
physical activity torelease stress,”
sheconcludes.

“First, what's happening globally is defi-
nitely causing mental distress. Secondly,
the stigma associated with seeking help
for mental health has reduced drastical-
ly because celebrities are talking about
it. People are more aware of what's
happening to them because of this. And
lastly, getting help has become easier.
We getalotof cases from tier 2 cities
and smaller towns because of online
sessions. This was not the case before.”
she explains. '
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@ INTERVIEW: LALIT PARMAR, country manager, Hasbro India

'‘Demand rising for toys that
enable childrens' social skills’

The makerof Flay-Dof, Monopoly and Trans-

formers action figures, Hasbro, not krown for
big-bang launches, recently introduced its

[first developed-in-Tudia board game, Cricker
Manopoly, amid much fanfare. Lalit
Parmar, country manager for the US multi-
natiorial in India, talfes to Christing Moniz
about the inportance of timing in marketing,
the comparny’s performarice in ndia and the
gauitlet tirown down by the unorganised
sector Edited excerpts:

You have been in India for more than half
a decade now. Has the online gaming
boost slowed demand fortoys?

We have done really well since ourentry into
the market in 2017, although we were actu-
ally present in India before that aswell,
albeit with a [V partner. We saw substantial
growth in the first three years, afterwhich
the pandemic happened. Since then, we
have seen aslightly moderate growth pace.
Froma distribution perspective, we are cur-
rently equally represented across e-com-
merce and brick-and-mortar stores, We are
well distributed across the countryin tradi-
tional trade or toy and novelty stores, as they
are better known, particularly in urban mar-
kets, Ourbrands are dominant on e-com-
merce platforms, and are also seeing trac-
tion on quick commerce. We have also
started sourcing a lot locally and ourvendor
base in India exports the largest quantity of
toys to global markets, We are able to manu-
facture and retail major brands like Nerf and
Monopoly here in India,

Why did you choose this Hme of the year
when people are busy with festivities to

launch Monopoly Cricket?

Since the ICC men's World Cupison at the

moment, thiswas the right ime forus to

launch an offering that marries two fan

bases — cricket fans and Monopoly fans. This

is easily one of the biggest launches of the

year for us. Usually most of our games and

toys are designed globally

but thisis the first one

that hasbeen designed

A and developed in

\ Indiawithagame

| design firm in Ban-

! galore. The unigue

| thing about this game

is that we have tried to

Y retain the core ele-
ments of Monopoly but

have also infused a

lotofele-

. | i

ments fromericket. [t's being sold atan
attractive price point of 999 and is perfect
for gifting, especially during these festive
maonths, We expect Monopoly Cricket to be
the biggest volume driver forus in the years
tocome.

Because it is abiglaunch,we are going all
out to promote itwith a 360-degree effort.
We have a TVC that is out already on kids'
animation channels and on

oon

the US, so there is still tremendous head-
room for growth. Considering there are over
400 million children in the country, India is
among the top three focus marketsin the
APAC region for Hasbro. Aside from Monop-
oly, brands like Jenga, Clueds and Game Of
Life are some of our best-performing pames
here, Toys like Nerf also perform well, since
they came with global history and heritage,

digital media We're doinga Considering that urban
lot of in-store marketing, markets contribute the
influencer collaborations INDIA IS AMOHNG larger share of your
and promotions across e- THETOP 3 FOCUS business, what slgsam
commerce. Theideais to u taking torea
recruit new consumers and MARKETS IN THE ::;la]lerrnlirkfts?
create more fans forthe APAC REGION FOR Toys are not an intensively
Monopoly franchisetoo.In RSB Ko LU EN  distributed categoryin
India, it isalreadythe 400 MN KIDS™ India compared with other
biggest-selling board game categories such as FMCG.
from the Hashro portfolio, That is where e-commerce
We have around 13 offer- plays an important role,
ings in Monopaoly, since these players can
reach nearly 999 of all pin-
Theunorganised segment codes E-commerce

is said to account for over 70%
of the Indian toy market. How
big a challenge does that pose?
Yes, the unorganised marketisa
real challenge and there are numerous small
vendors and toy manufacturers that have
flooded the market. However, the brand ed
segment is seeing a great deal of traction
because parents are also increasingly seek-
ing good quality toys for theirkids. Thereisa
lot of appredation for games that enable
better engagement and sodal skills The per
capita consumption of toys in ourmarket is
just about 1-200 of what it isina market fike

& aceountsforadecent, double-
digit share of Hasbro's sales. A good
chunk of oure-commerce business comes
from tier-I1 and [ markets. Curadvertising
and marketing is not just limited to metros
and top urban markets sowe'reseeinga
growing awareness about ourbrands in
smaller cities. Further, we have products at
various price points even for our range of
popular titles like Monopoly, where we offer
smaller grab-and-go versions at accessible
prices Dur pricing is based on extensive
consumerresearch and market trends, and
hasworked well for the company.
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The economic learnings
of Bihar’s caste survey

Ty Ablsishik Jha aned Rashan Hishore

The Mhar goserimiss mhied desikd sicloecooemic fmdimg o e osaesmey in the saie sssembly i
sibombier T Thio Fvpagde deanmens shiboh Bas been miile e, conmrms detned nbommio en inesme
emplotmiant, pares wd edueaion of nll 215 sch-canies thet heve been listed inihe s s=ver, Hereare bur
eliris Ueil sunomaris sl e pepon ) s aboui Wlar's spssoomne landsgapse
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3 What is the social composition of the rich
|n Bihar?
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® THE COMPANY INTENDS TO FILE RECOGNITION PROCEEDINGS IN CANADA

WeWork, once most valuable US
startup, succumbs to bankruptcy

Company expects
to have the
financial liquidity
to continue
business normally

REUTERS
MHaovembear 7

WEWORK, THE SOFTBANK Group
backed startup whose meteoric
rise and fall reshaped the office sec
tor globally, sought US bankruptcy
protection on Monday after its bets
on companies using more of its
office-sharing space soured.

The move represents an admis
slon by SoftBank, the Japanese tech
nology group that owns about 60%
of WeWark and has invested billions
of dollars in Its turnaround, that
the company cannot survive unless
it renegotiates its pricey leases in
bankruptcy.

A WeWork spokesperson said
about 91% of the company’s
lenders had agreed to convert
their secured debt Into equity
under a restructuring support
agreement, wiping out about §3
billion of debt.

The company, which also
intends to file recognition proceed-
ings in Canada, said it expected to
have the financial liquidity to con-
tinue business normally and that
its locations outside of the US and
Canada, as well as its franchisees
around theworld, were not affected
by these proceedings.

WeWork had office space avail-
able at 777 locations worldwide as
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KEY TAKEWAYS

B The move
represents an
admission by
SoftBank, the Japanese
technology group that
owns about 80% of
WeWork

W About 92% of the
company's lenders
had agreed to convent
their secured debt into
equity undera
restructurning support
agreement

B WeWork's
restructuring
support agreement
was apt for them to
reorganise business,
believed SoftBank

B Paying for space
consumed T4% of
WeWork's revenue
in the second
gquarter of 2023

Saga cost SoftBank CEO
$11.5 bn & his credibility

WEWORK'S BANKRUPTCY
FILING caps a years-long saga
that revealed breathtaking flaws
in the investment style of Japan-
ese billionaire Masayoshi Son,
damaging his professional repu-
tation far beyond the money he
lost. Son overrode his lieu-
tenants’ objections and handed
WeWork founder Adam MNeuw-
mann billions of dollars from
both SoftBank Group Corp. and
the Vision Fund, lifting the co-
working office space’s valuation
toanastronomical 547 billion in
early 2019.

just months later, investors
balkedat the deeplossesand con-
flicts of interest WeWork's IPOfil-

ings revealed. WeWork's subse-
quent nosedive is costing Soft -
Bank more than the estimated
$11.5 billion in equity losses and
another §2.2 billion in debt still
on the line. WeWork's very public
decline, along with the Vision
Fund’s record loss of $32 billion
last year, battered Son's standing
as a shrewd investor who scored
one of venturecapital's

wins through an early beton Chi-
nese e-commence leaderAlibaba.
“You can recover from mistakes,
but how do you recover from the
perception that you don't know
what vou're doing™ said Aswath
Damodaran, a professor at New
York University —8LOOMBERG

US bankruptcy won't hit
our operations: India CEO

COWORKING MAJOR
WEWORK Indiaon Tuesday said
the Indian business will not be
impacted in any manner,asit is
not part of the bankruptey pro-
ceedings filed by WeWork Global
in the LIS court.

In'WeWork India, Bengaluru
based real estate firm Embassy
Group has a 73% stake, while
WeWork Global hasa 2 7% share
holding. WeWork India has 50
centres, comprising around
90,000 desks, across sevencities.
In a statement, WeWork India
CEO Karan Virwani asserted that
the Indian business is indepen
dent from WeWork Global and
hence its operations will not be
Impacted.

“WeWork India operates inde
pendently of WeWork Global, and
our operations will not be
affected inany manner,"he said.

Virwani noted that WeWork
Indiais a separate entity in itself,
and it Is not a part of this strate-
gic reorganisation process.

The bankruptcy filing does
not impact the operations of the
global entity as it continues to
remain in possession of its
business, operating as usual,
he added. The process restruc
tures the debts and the leases
of WeWork Glohal in the US
and Canada,

“During this
period, we will con-

tinue to hold the rights touse the
brand name as part of the operat
ing agreement,while serving our
members, landlords, and part
ners as usual "Virwani said.

WeWork India is backed by
majority stake holder Embassy
Group, he sald. Virwani said the
Embassy Group is committed to
investing in the future of
WeWork India business,

*We remain fully focused on
delivering exceptional and inno
vative flexible workspace salu
tions for our members in the
region. We are the leaders in the
flexible workspace industry and
have transformed the way India
works,"he said. —Fm
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Behind the telco-tech firm dispute over SMS charges

® What the tech firms say

Indian telcos and foreign
tech firms have been
locked ina dispute over
SMS charges for over
three years now—the
|latter allege that telcos
categorise their SMSes as
international SMS, and
charge large tariffs. Tech
firms have turned to
WhatsApp etc,
prompting telcos to raise
the issue with the DoT.
Jatin Grover goes into the
particulars of the matter
i———————3}

amazon1

® SMS treatment and tariffs

TECH FIRMS, ESPECIALLY those
head-guartered overseas, with

m arkets in ndia {(such as Amazon,
Truecaller, Meta, Microsalt, and
Google), use Indian teloos to send
SMSes such ms one-time password
{OTHF], updates on arders, ete, to
their consumers. These technalogy
companies are currently beng
charmged 445 per SMS lorsuch
M essBOes, 38 against 1 pase
chamged per domestic SM5 Telcos
say these companies sre being
changed higher international mtas

becsuse these entites sand SMSes to
ndian users from servers or
applicatians locsted outsida the
country. Howeyver, these glabal
technology firms say their messeges
originate and terminate in india, and
therefore telcos are charging them
mcorrectiy

Clarnty has also been sought rom
thie Telecam Regulstory Auth oty of
nidis | Trail on the gefinitson of
mtemational trafic. Trai has
complieted the con sultstion, but is
yet toreleass its recommendaons.

LS

being chargedto
tech firms for
“international SHSes™
by the telcos

-
2X increase
in intematicnal SMS
tariffs within the
last two years,
from ¥2 to Pi-L.5

23,000 cr
revenu e ioss alleged by
telcos from tech
companes switching to
‘WhatsApp, Telegra,

® What the telcos are saying

TELECOM COMPAMIES HAVE bofid Tras
thatsome tech companies such as

financial institutions, OTTs, e-commarnce

cofmpanies, bypass the kicensing
framework 1o transmit intefnatiana
&M Ses—nothing less than s grey routs
They szid the global comparies
through their servers located outside
Indhiz, tran smit international SHM5es via
telemarketers in indin who use the DLT
[distributed ledger technology) o
IrEnsmit mestsges @ end consumers,
bypaszsing the intemational long
distance [|LD]) route

Howewar, the [atest issus & over the
tech firms using altermnatree routes like
WhatsApp snd Telegram to send SM523

The t=cos told the deparment of
tetecommurications (DaT) that thisis 3
gross violstion of | icersimg and securnty
narms, ard iy 3lso Causing & reser ue [0Sl
o them and the Cartre

The representatree body for =icay,
the Celluler Operston” Associstion of
India [COAIY, in s lettsr to the DoT, alo
urged it to declare WhatuApp/
Telegram as illegitimate noutes for
ENIEFprise CommumCEton

THE REASON WHY these
compariss have reduced the
vourmes of the SMSes they send
uSig e senaces i becausa of
the hagher 505 tand, which s
because of the noorect
cEegonsstor of thes SMEssas
riEmations, accorling D the
angumeants they submitted befors
the Trai snd Do T Accordirg to

o dusiTy ectimaties, ower 1 beon
domestic commercial messages
afe 1ENt Svery day and thase
techng Doy compEnss are sy
mEagratrg to channets Be
WhatsApp or usineg their own apos
to communicats with the users
Lources say Truecaller recently
toid the govesTment that, thanks

10 its SM5E pelting cateoorised 2
ntemationsl, & Fours an additioral
operstor & cost of reary 115
Crore & nusly.

Scromieg to Treecaller, ther
M Sa i ucing the urderhying
cortert, e ongirated, camed
ard terminaied by domestc
t=ros ard do not B the
geographica! boyndares of
inclia at =0y poant of rme.
Amaznn said i USes coran
EppcEtions for sEndirg S Sas
wrhicih dio ot i tEract with
= ecom networks 3t the Sme of
originstion. Telcos have
ncrexsed the intemstioes SM5
i by ower two tmes in the
last one year, from 2 per SMS

@ The likely regulatory stance

BOTHTELCDS AMD tech fems have
mmads represeriations (o the
powernmeent on the mater. Dol
has sought representatons from
Trae Wihile Tras wal oeshy not
witerver s on Sty set by tebcns—
teherom tarifs come under
foroearsr ce—i will, howeser gree
clsrity 1o the govermement or tha
defninon ol rismstions trefic n
tre corsutston, Trs reportedy
proposed to defire mrtemstions
mafic @ intErahons long
distarce traffa orgpratrg inone
courtry and termsnatng @
wrother, whers one of the
oourtriesy & irdis & ornecis] ector
which comtributss o the sdded

MNew Deldu

rates hor e atonad 5 Ses s the
forbearance of termrie ation
changes, mesning the tsioos can
charge each othes &y mEwhen s
message sent by & foresgn entity
tEfTREnEES on thesr networks For
diormestic trarsar Towsl meastages
Trme b2 specified & =rrraton
crorge of 5 pase Overs | the
diprresstic & & charmpe comes to
around amond 15 pane for
COMMIMESTiE erfiles

Further, Tras sn't Bedy o
recornrmend that tech companees
sop uerg WharsApn, Teegram
few business mascenieg Thaa sl
) By 1 e e i
cornsidenaton by Dol officish wad



WeWork India’s brandimage may take
hit as global entity files for bankruptcy

ANEEKA CHATTERJEE &
ARYAMAN GUPTA

Bengalurul Mew Delhi, 7T November

WeWork India on Tuesday said
it operates independently, and
its global unit’s bankruptcy
filing in the US will not impact
its business, even as the indus-
try experts warned the compa-
ny’s brand image is likely to
take a hit.

WeWork Inc. filed for bank-
ruptcy on Monday, capping a
tumultuous period that saw the
once high-flying startup navi-
gate a failed initial public offer-
ing and Covid-19-induced lock-
downs. WeWork Inc.'s
bankruptcy highlights the legal
separation aspect of a business
structure, according to Jitender
Ahlawat, founder and managing
partner, HJA & Associates LLP.

“When a subsidiary is legally
independent from its parent
company, it operates on its own
with its assets, contracts, and
financial responsibilities. This
means WeWork India can carry
on with its operations without
significant disruptions,” he said.

However, there are subtle
repercussions, he cautioned.

“WeWork Inc.'s bankruptcy
might impact WeWork India's
reputation and how the market
perceives it. Additionally, if
there are undisclosed shared
resources or dependencies
between the two entities, this
could pose challenges. WeWork
India should proactively main-

WeWork India, backed by Embassy Group, has maintained that it
operates independently of WeWork Global, and its operations will not
be affected in any manner

tain transparency and open
commuinication to reassure
stakeholders about its inde-
pendence, and its well-planned
measures for business continu-
ity,” Ahlawat added.
Meanwhile, WeWork India,
backed by the Embassy group,
has maintained it operates inde-
pendently of WeWork Global,
and its operations will not be
affected. "It is a separate entity
in itself, and we are not a part of
this strategic reorganisation
process. The Chapter 11 filing
does not impact the operations
of the global entity as it con-
tinues to remain in possession
of its business, operating as
usual. The process restructures
the debts and the leases of
WeWork Global in the US and
Canada. During this period, we
will continue to hold the rights

to use the brand name as part of
the operating agreement while
serving our members, land-
lords, and partners as usual,”
said Kiran Virwani, the chief
executive officer (CEO) at
WeWork India.

WeWork Inc. holds approx-
imately 27 per cent ownership in
the Indian business. The
remaining 73 per cent stake
belongs to Embassy group, an
office development company in
India. “There will be no implica-
tions on the India business since
it is a standalone entity.
However, there will be a squeeze
in funds available as a result of
the bankruptcy proceedings in
the US,” said Abhishek
Malhotra, managing partner of
TMT Law Practice, a law firm.
The Chapter 11 proceedings,
however, are proceedings for

resolving the insolvency that
the company finds itself in.
Hence, the company’s existing
investors or new buyers of the
firm can re-commence the
firm's operations after paying
off the creditors. Once that
happens, it may become busi-
ness as usual.

Regardless, the bankruptcy
proceedings may have a result-
ant adverse financial trickle-
down effect on the resources of
the promoters, “This may indi-
rectly impact the future plans of
the promoters as regards the
Indian entity, without any
apparent legal issue arising in
the normal course, subject to
the specific decision of the case
in the US as per US laws,” said
Jyoti Prakash Gadia, managing
director, Resurgent India, a
Sebi-registered Category 1
Merchant Bank that aids in
insolvency and bankruptcy.

Chennai-based law firm
Tatva Legal has clarified that an
Indian entity of a foreign com-
pany has an independent corpo-
rate existence. “Hence, the
bankruptey proceedings against
the parent company shall not
immediately make its Indian
subsidiary go out of business. In
the normal course, the subsidi-
ary is deemed to be an exten-
sion of the parent company, by
virtue of the board of manage-
ment or the shareholding of the
former being controlled by the
latter,” said R. Venkat Raman,
partner, Tatva Legal.
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India’s resident patent

SURAIEET DAS GUPTA

New Delhi, T November

ndia clocked a gigantic rise of 31.6 per

cent in patent filing by resident appli-

cants, the highest of any country in
2022 as compared with the previous year,
according to the latest study released
recently by the World Intellectual Property
Organisation (WIPO).

With 55,718 resident patent applica-
tions in 2022, India’s numbers grew much
faster than other competing countries
that include Switzerland (6.1 per cent),
China (3.1), and Austria and the UK (both
at 2.5 per cent).

In terms of the granting of patents, too,
India had among the fastest growth of 15.5
per cent (16,346) in 2022 out of the top 20
countries, behind only China which grew
at 19 per cent on a far bigger base (760,171).

But it was not rosy on all fronts. In India
the waiting period between the patent
office taking the first action and eventually
clearing or rejecting an application took a
staggering 51 months in 2022.

This ranked as the second longest time
anywhere except for Mexico, which took
just over 51 months. In China, the same
process took only 16.5 months.

Also noteworthy is the pretty high
number — 30.1 per cent — of the resident
applications for patents that were either
withdrawn or abandoned.

Nonetheless, WIPO acknowledged In-
dia’ s contribution to the world of patents
by noting that arecord 3.46 million patent
applications (as opposed to resident patent
applications) were filed in 2022 which
shows an increase of 1.7 per cent over the
previous year.

Its report says the substantial rise in fil-
ings by China in 2022 along with "robust
contributions from the intellectual prop-
erty (IP) office of India (15,495 additional

(OMPETING
OVERIP

applications up 31.6%

THETOPTEN

COUNTRIESIN

RESIDENT PATENT :
Aoz el A
Country No of applications Growth % in CY 2022 over CY 2021
China 1.5mn

us 0.5mn

Japan 0.5mn

SKorea 0.2mn

Germany 0.1mn

France 65,275

India 55,718

UK 53,536

Switzerland 49,077

Netherlands 32,053

Source: WIPQ

applications).... was the main driver of
growth in 2022"

WIPC also said that the patent applica-
tions by residents of India helped in "ext-
ending an 11-year run of growth unmat-
ched by any other country among the top
10 filers” in the world.

India is now in seventh position in ac-
tual number of patents filed by residents.
This is higher than the UK, Switzerland
and the Netherlands but lower than
France, Germany, South Korea, Japan, the
US and China. The latter hit 1.5 million,
which is far ahead of any other country.

On trademark filings, India was in the
top four with 467918 filings in 2022, behind

the US (945,571), Turkey (482,567), and
Germany (479,334).

Women also featured in India's per-
formance. They had ashare 0f 239 per cent
of all the Patent Cooperation Treaty appli-
cations. At least one Indian woman was
an inventor among the top 10 countries.

However, while India is 17th in a list of
the top 20, its performance pales when
compared with China where women
accounted for 479 per cent of the patent
applications.

India is also nowhere near the top 20
in terms of the ratio of resident patent
application to GDP or population. On both
criteria, South Korea comes out on top.







India needs to grow at 6.5-7%

FOR ITTO BECOME THE FASTEST GROWING ECONOMY IN NEXT FEW YEARS

Dr M NARENDRA

HE provisional es-
Hmates of national
income 2022-23

and quarterly estimates of
GDP for the fourth quarter
(January- March) of 2022-
23 shows that GDP at con-
stant prices (2012-12) in
Q2022-23 is estimated at Rs
43.62 lakh crore, as against
Rs 41..12 lakh crore in Q4
2021-22, reflecting a 6.1 per
cent growth. GDP at cur-
rent prices in Q4 2022-23 is
estimated at Rs 71.82 lakh
crore, as against Rs 6505
lakh crore in Q4 2021-22
showing a growth of 104
per cent.

The last quarter of 2022-
23 growth is much higher
than the estimates made
by economists and market
experts and comes across
as a positive surprise to
many. [t was believed that
due to global slowdown,
higher inflation, the geo-
political situation, supply
chain disturbances, volatil-
ity in commodities prices,
slow growth in global trade
and their consequent im-
pact on domestic macro-
economic situation, the last
quarter GDP growth was
estimated by RBI at 5.1 per
cent whereas the current
NSO data indicates a GDP
growth of 6,1 per cent,

Real GDP or GDP at
constant {2011-12} prices
in the year 2022-23 is esti-
mated to attain a level of Rs
160.06 lakh crore, as against
the first revised estimate of
GDP for the year 2021-22
at Rs 149.26 lakh crore. The
growth in real GDP during
2022-23 is estimated at 7.2

India has kept its mission of achieving
$5 trillion economy by 2026/27 and become a

developed nation by 2047, when India attains
its 100 years of Independence. Such a speedy
growth is necessary in its Amrit Kaal period

so that India can become the fastest growing
economy and bring a lot of opportunities for the

world inclusive growth

per cent as cmnpamd to 9.1
per cent 2021-23. This full
year GDP growth at 7.2 per
cent is higher than 65to0 7
estimated earlier.

Nominal GDP or GDP
at current prices in the year
2022-23 is estimated to at-
tain a level of Rs 272,41 lakh
crore, as against Rs 23471
lakh crore in 2021-22, In-
dia has kept its mission of
achieving 85 trillion econo-
my by 2026/27 and become
a developed nation by 2047,
when India attains its 100
years of Independence.

EY projects India to be-
come a § 26 trillion econo-
my by 2047 with six-fold in-
Crease in per capita income
to $15,000 from the level of
GDOP per capita $ 2301.418
as on March 31, 2022, It is
necessary for India to grow
on an average 6.5 lo 7 per
cent in the next few years
in its Amrit Kaal period so
that India can become the
fastest growing economy
and bring a lot of opportu-
nities for the world inclu-
sive growth.

With its continued focus
on world-class infrastruc-
ture, creating conducive

environment for manufac-
turing hub with progressive
schemes like Production
Linked Incentive Schemes,
Make In India, Start Up
India;, supported by growth
and investment oriented
policies and reforms, op-
portunities arising out of
sustainability initiatives,
like global solar alliance,
alternative energy projects,
hydrogen mission, national
logistics mission, reduc-
tion in logic cost, free trade
agreements and enhanced
global trade promotion ef-
forts as per the Foreign
Trade Policy, a dominant
position in  services ex-
ports and creating public
digital infrastructure and
more reforms should create
a conducive environment
to accomplish its dream in
Amrit Kaal.

From further analy-
sis of the GDP growth as
on 2022-23, it is seen that
while agriculture has been
continuing to show excel-
lent performance at 4 per
cent for 2022-23 as against
the 2021-22 level of 3.5 per
cent. Industry as a whole is
yet to see full recovery and

F}

has been at 4.4 per cent as
on 2022-23 as against last
years level of 11.6 per cent.
Services has been major
contributor at 9.5 per cent
growth as at 2022-23 as
against at 8.8 as on 2021-
22, If monsoon is normal,
lower impact of EI- Nino,
with expected increase in
food grain production, ag-
riculture may shiow similar
performance in 2023-24.
There are reports of new
investments and project
ExXpansion coming in the
manufacturing sector with
improvemenls in capacity
utilisation. It is expected to
recover and show higher
perﬁ:rnmnce. Services sec-
tor is expected to moderate
even though services PMI
has shown sharp improve-
ment in recent months.

The RBI has revised its
GDP forecast for FY 2024
marginally to &5 per cent
from 6.4 per cent on the
back of higher Rabi crop
cutput, mndemting com-
modities prices and the
proposed higher capital
E'xpenditu:re. However, IMF
has cut Indias GDP growth
to 5.9 per cent for FY 2024

»
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from its earlier projection of
6.1 percent.

As per Asian Develop-
ment Banks recent est-
mates, Indias economy is
to grow by 6.4 in FY2023,
which India beat estima-
tion, reached a growth of
7.1 per cent. It has estimated
that India’s growth will rise
to 6.7 per cent in FY 2024,
The World Bank has low-
ered the growth forecast to
6.3 per cent, a downgrade of
(.7 percentage points since
October forecast due to
high borrowing costs, slow-
er income gmwﬂl. causing
lower consumption as well
as the government tighten-
ing fiscal expenditure.

They have also raised
concerns at the drop in fe-
miale labour participation as
labour market needs to be
more inclusive. It is expect-
ed that the GDP growth for
the world and advanced and
EMErging economies are
likely to be lower than last
year, but India will continue
to shine in terms of better
results beating the expecta-
fons,

The government is com-
mitted to bring the fscal

deficit to levels below 4.5
% by 2025-26 and from
FY 2022 level of &7 %
for FY 2023 fiscal deficit
brought down to 6.4%. It
is estimated at 5.9 % for FY
2024. There is a long way
in its journey lowards fis-
cal consolidation and hope
that tax buoyancy and less
borrowing will bring down
fiscal deficit to the desired
levels and maintain fiscal
prudence, which India dis-
played during Covid-19 as
against unsustainable debt
level in some countries.

There is pleasant news
that Indias inflation has
started to moderate and
latest CFI pases sharply to
4.7 % in April 2023 com-
ing under the RBI's upper
tolerance limit of 6%. RBI
expects the headline retail
inflation to average 5.3 % in
2023-24. The Indian basket
of crude oil as on 01.06.23
is § 72.39 /bbl as against
inflation forecasts assumed
by RBI, the price of Indias
crude oil basket at $95/bbl.

We may expect RBI to
continue to pause in the
next monetary puliqf meet-
ing. The market is looking
for a favourable monetary
policy response to further
drive Indian economy.

In its annual report for
2022-23, the RBI as stated
“Medium-term  prospects
have been brightened by the
demographic dividend the
digital revolution, policy
initiatives to transform In-
dia into a global manufac-
turing hub, a resurgence in
services sector competitive-
ness and favourable non-
economic positioning that
is underway "



FM nudges biz to register for
ST, says they're losing clients

Wants Consumers To Get Bills For Purchases, Curb Evasnon

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Finance mini-
ster Nirmala Sitharaman on
Tuesday exhorted consu-
mers to insist on a bill, while
making a purchase so that
GST evasion 1s minimised,
and also asked officers to fo-
cus onexpanding the taxpay-
er base, while seeking to ge-
nerate more revenue,

“From now, I would like
equal attention to be given to
the collection of tax, the
numbers are going up every
month, but equally more es-
tablishmentsand businesses
should get enrolled. The co-
untry should benefit from
having a transparent tax re-
gime in which everybody
participates,” she said at an
event in Vapi to launch 12
GST Seva Kendras, which
are modelled on the lines of
Passport Seva Kendras.

The FM also urged busi-
nesses to register for GST.

Why should they

(businesses) come in
the tax net, not because they
will pay me tax, but for true
strength of the economy...
and formalisation of
economy can happen
only when everybody is
onboard... You believe \
that you benefit by staying
out... Actually, you are losing

out on potential buyers

&% A consumer should make
sure that he participates in
the nation-building process.
Your buying a product and

— demanding a bill is a big step

forward in transparency...
To not bill a customer or
to not give the bill to the
customer, having obtained
money for the product, is not
in national interest

— Nirmala Sitharaman | FM

“Why should they come in the
tax net, not because they will
pay me tax, but for the true
strength of the economy...
and formalisation of econo-
my can happen only when
evervbody is onboard... You
believe that you benefit by sta-
ying out...you don’t come in
the net, you don’t get to be no-
ticed, which is not true. Actu-
ally, you are losing out on po-
tential buvers,” she said, ad-
ding that GST has helped re-
duce the tax burden.

The number of entities

that are registered for GST
went past 1.4 crore at the end
of October — almost twice
the number when the new re-
gime Kicked in with 72 lakh
taxpavers in July 2017, inclu-
ding 58.5 lakh that had mig-
rated from the old regime
and close to 14 lakh new tax-
pavers. The increase has, ho-
wever, been gradual.

The minister also asked
businesses to ensure that bills
are issued to consumers, an is-
sue, which was also flagged by
Central Board of Indirect Tax-

es and Customs (CBIC) chair-
man Sanjay Kumar Agarwal.
The government has laun-
ched a campaign to get buyers
of goods and services to uplo-
ad a copy of their bills to beeli-
gible for a contest.

Over the years, several sel-
lers, including large stores,
have been urging people to
pay in cash and in the process
avoid payving GST. Sithara-
man, however, said that there
was a need to ensure that eve-
rvone got acopy of their invoi-
ce, “A consumer should make
sure that he participates in
the nation building process.
Your buying a product and de-
manding a bill is a big step for-
ward in transparency It is a
big step forward to make sure
that the money that has to go
for public causes goes for it...
Tonot bill a customer or to not
give the bill to the customer,
having obtained money for
the product, is not in national
interest,” she said.
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Hoysala penod 1nscr1pt10ns sculptures dlscovered in Mandya dlst

The Hindu Bureau
MYSURU

A team of researchers
have discovered an in-
scription belonging to the
12th and the 13th centu-
ries, apart from a few
sculptures at Ragimudde-
nahalli village in Panda-
vapura taluk of Mandya
district.

The discovery was re-
ported by a team of re-
searchers headed by C.S.
Shashidhara, N.S. Anna-
purna, and A.P. Rakshith
of the Centre of Excellence
for Studies in Classical

Kannada and the antiqui-
ties were found on the
agricultural land of a farm-
er of the village.

A release said the in-
scriptions and the sculp-
tures belong to the Hoysa-
la period and among the
discoveries is also a rare
yogini sculpture of soap-
stone. A team of scholars
with the help of the lan-
downers cleaned and dug
the partially buried sculp-
tures and the estampages
of the inscriptions were al-
so taken.

The inscription is in the
Kannada language of the
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The sculptural panel othalmw dlscovered in Pandavapura taluk of
Mandya district. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Hoysala period and there
was also a sculpture of
Bhairava under a mango
tree. What is significant is
the discovery of a sculptu-
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ral panel of Saptamatrikas
a the ruins of an Ishwara
temple. The inscription
provides the names of Shri
Veerabhadra, Shri Brah-

ma, Shri Mahadeva, Shri
Vasudeva, Shri Varaha,
Shri Indira, Shri Chau-
deshwarim, and Benaka.
N.S. Rangaraju, former
head of Department of
History and Archaeology,
University of Mysore, said
the discovery of Bhairavi
and Saptamatrika panel
along with inscriptions is
rare and thus significant.
Also, the names of the
sculptors frequently found
in the architectural and
sculptural works of Hoysa--
la period are also present
in this discovery and the
Bhairavi and Saptamatrika

idols were sculpted by Bai-
choja, according to Dr.
Shashidhara. The names
of Erjoja and Baichoja
have been mentioned and
the Bhairavi inscription
reads as Erjojana maga
Baichoja indicating that
the former was the son of
the latter. The Bhairva idol
was sculpted by both fath-
er and son as their joint
names have been in-
scribed, he added.

Dr. Shashidhara said
another peint which is
clear from the discovery is
that the place was a Shaiva
religious centre.
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Standing, Literally, On One Leg, Glenn Maxwell Single-Handedly
Snatches Game Away From Afghanistan With Australia Staring
At Defeat In Mountain-Like 292-Run Chase At The Wankhede
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Champions Trophy spot
at stake for ex-champions

Bottom-Placed

England Eye Dutch
Scalp To Save Face

Tushar.Dutt @timesgroup.com

Pune: Bazball has become a
legit word after getting added
to the dictionary, however,
there is no word that could
describe the dismal show of
the English team in the World
Cup.The defending champions
are struggling at the bottom
of the 10-team table. Unlike
their Tests side. this team
lacks aggression. Their ODI
team, coached by Mathew
Muott, looks like a pale version
of the one that plays under
coach Brendon MeCullum.

England have managed to
register only one win —
against Bangladesh — so far.
Their top run-getter, David
Malan (286) stands 20th in the
table of highest run makers in
the tournament, while placed
at the 19th spot, Adil Rashid,
is their best bowler with 10
wickets. There are three
Dutch bowlers above Rashid
in the list. England collective-
Iy have hit only 33 sixes and
155 fours in their seven match-
es, better than only Nether-
lands, who have hit 18 sixes
and 129 fours, respectively.

Their match against the
Netherlands will not only de-
cide their fate in the tourna-
ment, but also in the Champi:
ons Trophy to be held in Paki-
stan in 2025. Not to forget the
calls for an overhaul of the
team that are growing louder
with each loss. Though Eng-
land have exhausted every
chance to defend their title,
their fielding coach Carl Hop-
kinson doesn't want to call
their match against the Neth-
erlands, a dead rubber.

“1 don't think there's ever
a dead rubber when you play
for England. I think the lads
are completely up for the two
games in which we need to
win both to gualify for the
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SHIFTED GOALPOSTS: England's captain Jos Buttler (leftd chats with
fielding coach Carl Hopkinson during practice at the MCA Stadium
in Pune a day before their match against The Netherlands

Champions Trophy," he said

Hopkinson cannot specify
the things that went wrong for
England, he however feels not
performing well under pres-
sure cost them the Cup.

“I think cricket can be a
game of - it's about executing
under pressure, isn't 1? |
think this team has been well
known for doing that really,
really well. It's an incredibly
skilful team, it's a very talent-
ed team, but at kev moments
in certain situations, we hay-
en't executed under pressure
like we normally do,"” he said.

Have England invested
more in the Test format than
ODIs? Hopkinson disagreed.
“No, absolutely not. The sched-
ule is obviously very busy like

it is for all international teams.
| think we balance plavers
playing Test cricket and play-
ing ODI cricket to try and get
the best performances that we
cando. So, | don't think there's
ever one that pets put in front
of the other. But there is al-
ways a balancing act when you
have Test series plaved so
closely to ODI series. So, vou
just try and make the calls as
best you ¢an around selection
and have the team there for
that. | don't think that’s the
case now,” he said.

When asked about the con-
tribution and the leadership
qualities of the head coach
Mott, Hopkinson defended the
former Australla Women's
coach. “T think Motty's (Mott)

ICC ODI RANKINGS

VENUE
MCA Stadium, Pune

. Abatting paradise, it
won't be a surprise if
there is a big score.
But there is also some carry
for the seamers,

WEATHER

There will be a 24%
chance of rain which
increases slightly later
in the day.

0DDS: ENG 5/10,
NED 6/4

NUMBERS GAME

England, with defeats

by Afghanistan, South

Africa, Sri Lanka, India
& Australia in the ongoing
competition, have lost five
successive World Cup
matches for the first time.

An unbeaten
1 0 4f-mnck by
Graeme Hick

in Peshawar on February 22,
1996 remains the only World
Cup hundred for England vs
Netherlands.

Hatn Rapruh dmmir

a relaxed character. | think
he's got a lot of experience in
lots of different avenues that
he can draw on and bring to
the table when things aren't
going well, but equally when
they do go well, like they did
this time last year. So, | think
all that experience that he's
gained from all around the
world sets him in good stead
to lead this team moving for-
ward.”
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India

Inthe build ip ta the World Cup there
wias talk of how this edition was

going tosee a massive spike in
muns Loored, and with batters
groamed i the T70 mods,
there would be nothing

that conld be termed as a

safe total. Bt the highest

this india ieam have

conceded In a match s 173

runs, against New Tealand, And it

I not 2 ome-aff show. Dver the
elg it matches, india have
delended twice and on both
oasions Lhe oppositions were
bowled aut for less tham 00,
Il i B el el owl Sei Lamba Tos
55 after sefting o target of 158,
South Africa were bowled out
for B3 trying to chase 317

Jaspilt

Shami Bumrah

16 3.65

South Africa

South A were the second team

after India to quality for the

Keeping it tight

It is said that battars win you matches, but bowlers
win you tournaments. India have already displayed that
their bowlers are in the form of their lives. Arguably the

mast destructive batting side in the tournament — South
Africa — were packed off for less than 100 by Indla on
Sunday. Here's a look at the Warld Cup’s top bowling units

Buss comeeded ina match  Fewert @ Mot

semi-finals and behind thelr siccess

hias heen thelr rampaging batting

lne-up. They have scored the
highest teatal i the Warlkd Cup,
brbelly held the record for the

tournament's fastest century and

their batters collectively lead
the list of most sixes hitin
the Workd Tup. Bul quiethy
going about their job, at
least till their match
afainst imda, was their
bowling enit led by Maroo
Jansen, one of the feading
wel el U -Liibiesry af the
Wurld Cup, Kagisuo
Rabada | 12wkts),

Keshav Maharag (12 whts]
and Gemld Coetzes (1
whti] have all contdbuted

4 Marco
Jansen

17

Avg runs conceded

per match

Toam {matches) Kum conceded
Iracia ()

sauth Atvica (8) [T I

Ry
pestats o TR

Netherands (7 E_

. Afghanistan

. Encept for Uhelr opening match

agalmt Bangladesh wera they were
bowled oot for 156 bat ting fast
Afghanistan aré the only team
athir L bian lndla 1o nol
mncede more than 300 mns
in amatch, Their spin
atitack of Rashid Khan
Mujeels Ur Rahman,
Mohammac Mahi and
Naor Ahimad hawe been
right on the maney and even
had Anstralls in @ spot til Gean
Manwell changed It al. That
Afghanistan have beaten England,
Pakistan and Sri Lanka — all thiee
Tormigr World Cap wimners — in this
edithon and are one upset sway
Iram getting into the top four
speak of their bowlng unit.

1
wickel-taker

Rashid

Khan Mahi

9 4.65
Australia

That Australia wene able to tarn
their campaign amund after
starting with hack-to-back losses
wd predominantly due tothe fact
that thelr bowlers have pulled
things back_ And this despite the

Mitchell Starc has nol been ablé o
replicale bis gsoal white-ball farm
teere af ter the pre-Worldd Cup injury
b lay-off. Adam Zampa has been
| thedr top wicket-takes and he
wat the ane wivo tumed it
srmund in thelr first win against
Sl Lanka with a four-witket
haul Smee then Amtalia
are on a six-match winning
streak and alter thelr win
aver Alghanttan on
Taesday, have become the
third team to quality for
the sems-fimals

Adam L Glenn
Zampa Maxwell

20 - 4,95

Allround challenge: The toughest
|0b in prcscnt day world cricket

Rasesh Mandani

W el .-h

MUMBALE II' Haordik Pandva
st plisy Test orickes agalmn, be
Wil 't Siop regialing his som with

awnries of the Trent Bridoe Teso of

S when his F-venr-ald sell,

delivered a troc-blue all-round
periormance (5728 ind 52%) ina
wilinnbing coiise. Thadl s v et 80
many in Indian crickel had
gl — meere 0 bope o
I — thast Hurdid would bethe
next Kapll e

A lnlZacy thain W owas, Prndya
||I.|.:.-rr| ondy one maore Test afier
thand i takie WS coreer tally 1o 11
Kapil played 131 Tosts 5t a st 1
missing ondy one, and noit for fi
iESS eSS,

I s mrivieh s 00 speides ol

Kapils rernariabie fitness values.
the workinad of the presenr-day
player is m |.|h||||.'_ Uhee g

undonble; cermindy, neross for

s, where boine ana B roamader
means chehile the work not just
on rhikch-day but alsoin traindeg
H conimee s i surparksts whien Inedin
o't find & replacemrent dose
encigh e Pandya's calibee (1789
s, Av 34000 and 84 ks, Ave
5. 23 in CRDLs) i the Wiordd Cup,
i b ankle Eng oy did ot bl
o bme They chose to boost, [heir
Last benwling” reserves.

Imdiam erickes has also not
sl my inclimution o try and
irenke back-ups for Pandya, I T
B e cvirreney o circulkat o, e
imtroduction of lmpact player
rude i the st TP aned Its contin
bty b the recently concluideal
Mushang Al TS is dodng It (o
hedp bl nn k- rounders pool

Frou the time Pandys arrived

yod conslder the I..|II-| spriEad il
T2 in the cakendar?

T20s. enterinining as they mre.
encoumge o very dillerent all
munders gente, One whene
ERTTIRE '.lu|||r|.|.ln |'|J|_'\- 15 500
i win for a st bowler.
poing after wickiers nog alvenys the
mitio. Whaere there §s o such
thingas a moral victory: a game-
chaimpging finpact con b= 18l I:|_| 1
ateem of poseerful mels-hies, i
they sall over the boundary

e pessoen CXR1 World Cugs
e difficult 1o shondon, despite
T2iFs natural appenl, is theirrich
hisaciy ned et bes of yiatagse
match-winming  performanies
it herve pome b Hall of Fume
Noma blger thnn Indis's voung
captain with rustic looks, who
wilked In a1 Tunbridge Wells
il Snbilyee in dhe 19587
Vrorld Cup with his tenm tobler
g an 1775, 1o o oo and stroke an
bzt 175 with inodd-shaped

Aunstrnbin’s Mitchell Marsh bowls ngainst South Africa during thelr Worldd Cuip match,

Iox the bintermationad scene in 2005,
the lew s haorvie Besen il Dy
s avre Wiy Shandar and Vi
lmtesh lyer. Both mititary-me
dium, they GEiled o lesve oo
impact Shemhol Thalor s mosthy
||I|'Ln| for @ very specin fied role
Lhat pestricts b o pliaying Test
ericket in SENA counires on S
cifle piiches. In the current YWirld
Lo conrmipm g, bee's besen O Sdide-
s

Mol Bt b Dl ivere e Jess
than a handful of pece bowling
al-roamnders that i the definition
lsh im the world s, And for
rensons, seperme from the ather
virry Teswe hurve Beens abie to beaee
an mmpact in the omgoing World

Cup. Fast bowling on Indian

Cameron Green husnt been

Sazenger bat o spark a drommio
wd o andervonfklent nation

Or Wasim Akmam's heroics at
thie 1992 World Cup final where

et s o by Skilllend job ol
past-tirme Dovwhers can b found
ot very easily

Ben Sinkes, prpushly e basi
poing Eroumd, has been hobibling
throigh Englomdd's dismul cam
it anild = owniting Lo e his
tn.v repaired. Angelo Matthews,
thee sl sursd o from 300 Wordd
Lup rumners-up’ 51 Lankan
squad is mow in his fast legs,
bioweling sy, but only sloss
metium. Australia's Mitch Marsh
has had one strofg, perfemance
P28 il b bt sneinisd Pakobstapy,
bt he's been regjudred to bowl
el 7 oveers i G mudches

Amaong the vounger orop,

Erusied widh enougd s e Ums
sum Curran — father Ksvin
eoperienoed first: hand how good
Kapil was in FI83, more o hat
later — continoes to find the
swisch [rom T20 10 0D edcker
diffioule Dby Moron Jnresn has
both runs (141 Avg 39,55 and
wickess (17], Ave 2441 1o show
laking o thrashmg against India
I the lost matchs the tall South
African & sl Tar from being &
finished erisde.

It 15 hoped, if this kot ean find
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India’s best laid plans have worked a charm

Familiarity and role
clarity have helped
Rohit and Co see
different conditions
and missing players
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Taking the tough and right calls

From providing role clarity to backing Shreyas lyer, KL Rahul and Jasprit Bumrah who were returning from
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‘I said before the match, I’ll bat like Sachin today’

KK :h::uuhary

Young Afghan Zadran Is

Growing Into Top Class Bat

Rajesh.Pansare@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: [brahim Zadran is just 21
but he has already carved out an im-
age for himsell of a batter with per-
fect technique, one with every shot
in the book and one who is mentally
very strong.

All that was on display at the
Wankhede Stadium on Tuesday as he
scored a well-crafted unbeaten 129
against an Australia attack that was
on the ball for majority of the match.
Zadran's knock was his fifth ODI cen-
tury, the most important of his career,
and one which went a long way in
Afghanistan posting 291-5—their
highest ever total in the Waorld Cup.
The innings came off 143 balls with
the help of eight fours and three sixes.

The knock also saw him enter the
record books. The Khost-born right-
hander became the fourth voungest to
score an ODI century against Austral-
ia besides recording the third-highest
score against them in the World Cup.
He has now scored 361 runs in eight
matches at an average of 51.57.

“Feeling great to score Afghani-
stan’s maiden hundred in the World
Cup. | worked hard for this fourna-
ment. | missed a hundred against

ONE FOR THE FUTURE: Zadran became
Afghanistan’s first World Cup centurion
with a ton against Australia on Tuesday

Pakistan but made it today. 1 had a
good chat with Sachin Tendulkar (on
the eve of the match) and he shared
his experience and I said (to my team-
mate) before the match that I will bat
like him (today). He gave me a lot of
energy and confidence,” Zadran said
at the mid-innings break.
Afghanistan needed someone to
carry the bat and the rest to play
around to help them post a fighting

total. They chose Zadran and he didn't
disappoint. It was crucial to see off the
initial overs from Josh Hazlewood,
Mitchell Starc and Pat Commins,

His technigue saw him weather the
storm. His balance helped him to shift
his weight easily—on the front foot or
the back, The shifting was aided by
his ability to pick up the line and
length quickly. Throughout the battle,
he kept the scoreboard ticking and
was wide awake to put away bad balls,

That he ran 80 singles, showed his
ability to manceuvre the ball to dif-
ferent parts of the field and rotate the

strike especially with Aussie close-in
fielders alwavs on the move to cut
down those singles,

Besides the conventional shots—
cover drive being his favourite—he
also showed that he can be cheeky as
well with a ramp for boundary off
Cummins at the start of the innings
or a fick off Starce’s attempted vorker
for a six over long leg.

Zadran was part of the Afghanistan
under-19 team that made it to the sem-
ifinal of the U-19 World Cup in 2018,

As Afghanistan looked to add some
fresh legs to their squad, Zadran’s im-
pressive display in the U-19 tourney
saw him drafted in the Afghanistan
squad for the Bangladesh tour in 2019
where he scored a crucial 87 in the
secand innings as Afghans went on to
win the one-off Test, Zadran batted for
230 minutes during that knock and
never looked back.

The pandemic didn’t slow him
down and he built up his reputation
as a steady ODI batter as well—his
four tons between June 2022 to July
2023 vouch for it. During the World
Cup, Zadran also became the fastest
Afghanistan batter to score 1000 runs
in ODIs — in just 24 innings.

With his century against Austral-
ia, Zadran has opened a new chapter
in his voung career which has a po-
tential to blossom into something
substantial.
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