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Fxam board to take
austerity test with
common answer
books for SSL.C, I1 PU

BENGALURU, DHNS

he Karnataka School Ex-
Taminaﬁon and Assess-
| ment Board (KSEAB)
has decided not to print year/
batch on the answer booklets
from thisyear.

The moveis expected tore-
sult in twin benefits: it avoids
wastage of unused answer
scriptsafter the examsasthey
can beused the following year.
It is also in keeping with the
Board’s plan for a common
answer booklet for II PU and
class10 examinations.

The space on top of the an-
swer scripts foryear/batchwill
be left empty. Studentswill be

askedtofilltheyearalong their
roll/registration number.

3 exams

A senior official of the Board
~ told DHthatthisyear,asthere
will be three exams for I1 PU
and class 10, it is important
to avoid wastage of answer
SCripts.

“If the answer booklets
come without the year, the
same can be utilised for next
year’s examinations,” said the
official.

Officials said, every year,

for SSLC exams alone, they
procure/print approximately
nine lakh + 5% answer book-
lets based on the number of
studentsregistered.

Officials refused to give the
percentage of answerbooklets
getting wasted during exams
every year. They said the data
was confidential.

This year, the registration
of regular students is almost
complete, with 8.5 lakh stu-
dents registering so far. The

registration for SSLC exams
ends in aweek from now.

Panel constituted

The KSEAB has constituted
an internal committee to see
if common answer booklets

can be introduced for SSL.C
and I PU exams.

“Safety and other features
will remain the same. Only
differencebetweenthe answer
booklets now is that I PU has
a 28-page booklet, while it is
a 24-page booklet for SSLC
exams. For mathematics, it is
a 32-page booklet. Common
answer booklets will not only
be cost effective, but can also
save time by avoiding separate
procurement processes,’ the
official said.

e




R e

e e  —

UGCto rewse NET syllabus soon

NEW E}E:LHE DHNS:The [ FSSS8 MM professors in human-

syllabus for the Uni- | 1/;}{:?5 ities and social scienc-
versity Grants Com- | L i ™ e disciplines. Tests are
mission’s National |/ 8 Sl conducted in Indian
Eligibility Test (UGC- (@ ¥& 8 Bk = and some foreign lan-
NET) will be revised {8 | suages, as well as in
in the coming days. M Jagadesh certain science sub-
InameetingonNo- Kumar  jects. The UGC-NET
vember 3, the higher exam is held twice a
education body decided to year for 83 subjects, usually
update the syllabi of the sub- in June and December.
jects of the UGC-NET, for = “However, after launching
which it will form an expert the National Education Poli-
committee. cy (NEP) in 2020, there have
'UGCchairmanM Jagadesh been considerable develop-
Kumar said the higher edu- mentsin higher educationto
cation body last initiated the impartmultidisciplinary cur-
process to update the syllabi ricula and holistic educatlon
of UGC-NET subjectsin2017. Therefore, the commission
“Candidateswillbegivensuf- has decided that an exercise
ficient time before the new to update the syllabi of the
syllabusisintroducedinUGC- subjects ofUGC-NET may be
NET so that the changeover undertaken,” Kumarsaid.
happens smoothly,” Kumar ~ On Monday, the National
said. Testing Agency (NTA) re-
On behalf of the UGC, the leased the schedule for the
National Testing Agency UGC-NET exams, which will
conducts the UGC-NET for be held from December 6 to
Junior Research Fellowship 14. The exams will be con-

(JRF) as an eligibility test for ducted in Computer Based
theappointmentsofassistant Test (CBT) mode.




NCERT panel recommends
Ramayana & Mahabharata
included in history books

Times News NeETwork

New Delhi: A high-level
NCERT panel has recommen-
ded that the epics Ramavana
and Mahabharata be taught in
schoolsas partof history curri-
culum under ‘India’s classical
period’. The panel also propo-
sed that the Preamble of the
Constitution be written on
classroom walls in vernacular
languages. The recommenda-
tions are part of the final posi-
tion paper on social sciences
and have vet to receive
NCERT's final approval.

The seven-member NCERT
panel, set up last vear to revise
the school social sciences cur-
riculum, also suggested the in-
clusion of Indian knowledge
system, Vedas and Ayurveda in
textbooks. The committee’s re-
commendations for its final
‘position paper’ on social scien-
ces is a key prescriptive docu-
ment for laying down the foun-

dation for the development of
new NCERT textbooks. The pro-
posals have vet to get a final nod
from NCERT.

“The panel has made recom-
mendations for the classifica-
tion of history into four pe-
riods: classical period, mediae-
val period, British era, and mo-
dern India. Till now, there have
been only three classifications
of Indian history — ancient,
medieval and modern,” said Cl
Issac, a retired history profes-
sor, who is heading the panel.
“We have recommended that
the epics — Ramayana and Ma-
habharata — be taught under
the classical period,” he added.

The panel has also proposed
that textbooks should give spa-
ce to all dynasties that ruled In-
dia instead of justone ortwo.

The panel’s recommenda-
tion will now be taken into con-
sideration by the National Syl-
labus and Teaching Learning
Material Committee.




- UGCtoform
- panel to revise
~ NET syllabus

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: The University
Grants Commission (UGC)
will form an expert committee
to update the syllabus for UGC-
National Eligibility Test
(NET), gqualifying examination
for recruitment of teachers in
colleges and universities, and
bring it in sync with National
Education Policy (NEP), 2020,

The Commission had initi-
ated the process in 2017 but it
was halted as NEP led to chang-
es in the higher education
structure and introduced a
multidisciplinary approach.

UGC Chairperson M Jaga-
desh Kumar said an expert pa-
nel will undertake the exercise
as “after the launch of NEP in
2020, there have been conside-
rable developments in higher
education to impart multidi-
sciplinary curricula and holis-
ticeducation”.

National Testing Agency
(NTA)conducts the UGC-NET
for Junior Research Fellow-
ship (JRF) and as an eligibili-
ty test forappointment asassi-
stant professor in various
subjects of humanities and
social sciences.
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India, Tesla near pact on EV import, factory

Bloombere

feedbackiglivemint.com

agreement with Tesla Inc.

that would allow the US
automaker to ship its electric
cars to the country from next
yearand set up a factory within
two years, according to people
familiar with the Indian gov-
ernment's thinking.

An announcement could
come at the Vibrant Gujarat
Global Summit in January, one
ofthe people said, declining to
be identified because the dis-
cussions are private. The states
of Gujarat, which is Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
home base, Maharashtra and
Tamil Nadu are under consid-
eration because they already
have well-established ecosys-
tems for electric vehicles and
exports, another person said.

Tesla would commit an ini-
tial minimum investment in
any plant of around $2 billion,
one person said, and would

I ndia is closing in on an

An announcement could come
at the Vibrant Gujarat Global

Summitin January.  REUTERS
look to increase purchases of
auto parts from the nation toas
much as 515 billion. The US
automakerwould also seek to
make some batteries in India
to bring down costs, the per-
son said.

No final decision has been
made and the plans could
change, the people said. Tesla
chief executive officer Elon
Musk said in June that Tesla

plans to make a “significant
investment” in India and he
intends to visit in 2024,
Representatives from the
ministry of heavy industries,
which oversees the automo-
bile sector, and the ministries
offinance, and commerce and
industry, didn’t respond to

Despite those efforts, India’s
EV market hasn't taken off,
with battery-powered cars
accounting for just 1L.3% ofthe
total passenger vehicles sold
last vear, according to Bloom-
bergNEF. Buyers are hesitant
to make the switch due to elec-
tric cars’ high upfront cost and

requests for com- adearthofcharg-
ment. Tesla also Maharashtra, ing stations.
didn’t respond to Gujarat and Tamil Tesla doesn't
a request for Nadu are being import CArs
comment considered for directly into India
Breaking into Tesla's plant as because of the
the world’s most- P high tariffs that
populous nation, they already have are levied. When

where demand
for electric vehi-
cles is growing
among aspirational middle-
class consumers, would be a
boon for Tesla, which cur-
rently has factories in the US,
China and Germany. Modi's
government has been pushing
to increase domestic manufac-
turing of EVsand encourage a
more rapid adoption of
cleaner transport.

an EV ecosystem

its first locally
made cars do go
on sale they could
retail for as little as $20,000,
some of the people said.

Trade minister Piyush
Goval, who visited Tesla's
plant in Fremont, California
earlier this month, said in Sep-
tember that Tesla is planning
to almost double purchases of
auto parts from India to $1.9
billion this year,



Data analysis is key to a
¢00d research career

SwatiShindeGole
@timesgroup.com

anvi Anandpara did

chemical engineering

from Mumbai Univer-

sity, but through most
of her career, she's been
working with data. Today,
she’s based in California, de-
signing research plans at US
Bank, the fifth largest bank
in the United States. She
leads standalone research
studies to get a deeper under-
standing of technology and
ethics sentiment at the or-
ganisation.

Tanvi says creativity with
numbers has long been her
primary strength. This en-
couraged her to pursue a
Master of Science in market-

IGNITE YOUR

CAREER

ing analytics from Bentley
University’s graduate school
of business in Boston. “These
two degrees were like a match
made in heaven in my case to
help position myself as a re-
searcher,” she says.,

Tanvi started as a re-
search analyst intern with
ADT Security Services and
KRC Research (part of adver-
tising company IPG), which
gave her an idea of the corpo-
rate and agency world, She
then took up a full-time op-
portunity at Exact Media, a
Cincinnati-based CPG (con-
sumer packaged goods) start-
up as a consumer insights
strategist. Here, she got a
chance to work with CPG gi-
ants like P&G, Unilever, and
PepsiCo.

New researchers

should stay curious and
adaptable, and keep up with
industry trends and

technology. Youngsters need to
network and build connections

- you never know when you
will be at the right place at the
right time. Strivetobe a
problem solver and
focus on extracting
insights that are
actionable.
Researchis a
continuous
learning path.
Tanvi Anandpara
| AssT vicE
PRESIDENT, RESEARCH
MANAGER, US BANK

“1 was eager to move to
California, which then
prompted my move to the me-
dia and analytics space with
AKQA (WPP Group), before
| found my home with US
Bank,"” she says.

It's now been over four
yvears, and she has had a
chance to wear various hats
at US Bank - from employee
research to digital research,
Tanvi says she has used tech-
nology to automate, and im-
prove efficiency, accuracy,
and depth of insights.

“Data collection is key for
any researcher. Technology
has revolutionised data col-
lection - surveys used to only
be paper-based in the past;
now, the same can be done on
various devices which en-
courages higher participa-
tion rates. There are different
ways surveys are distributed
- via emails, through persis-
tent static links on platforms,
surveys that pop up on your
screen from time to time,

Such data that is collected in
real-time provides results in-
stantly. This is crucial for
making improvements and
addressing issues,” she says.

Companies today are also
able to combine survey data
with customer records, social
media interactions, and
more, to create a comprehen-
sive view of the target audi-
ence, Tanvi has used technol-
ogy to integrate such various
data sources. Al and ML are
then used to make predic-
tions, analyse sentiment,
helping organisations to
make data-driven decisions.

*Analysing text and
speech data today allows a
deeper understanding of
emotions and opinions. Tools
like Tableau and Power Bl
help bring numbers to life
through visuals that are in-
teractive. This makes it easi-
er for stakeholders to grasp
complex data and insights
quickly,” Tanvi says,

The most important role
of tech in research, she says,
is data security. Handling sen-
sitive information requires
robust SﬂCllI‘it}' measures,
ensuring data privacy and
compliance with regulations.

Tanvi says the basis of
research, be it customer re-
search, ad effectiveness re-
search, employee research, or
digital research, is the same,
and can be applied across in-
dustries. “Data analysis is the
stepping stone towards a suc-
cessful research career. In-
vest time in learning differ-
ent tools and programming
languages like R, Python, and
Tableau,” she advises aspir-
ing researchers.
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‘Inflation still remains risk _
for Indian economy’ _

MONIKA YADAV @ New Delhi

INFLATION still remains a ma-
jor concern for the economy;,
prompting both the govern-
ment and the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) to remain vigilant,
according to finance mmlstry s
monthly economic review re-
leased on Tuesday.

The report said monitoring
financial flows in external sec-
tor is crucial as they impact the
value of the Indian rupee and
the balance of payments. Addi-
tionally, the complete transmis-
sion of monetary policy could
moderate domestic demand.

Emerging markets, includ-
ing India, have benefited from
the rapid reversal of rate hike
expectations in the US, along
with a decline in the US 10-year
treasury yield and oil prices.
The overvalued US stocks pose
a potential risk to global stocks.
Overall, India’s growth pros-
pects in FY24 appear promis-
ing, supported by sustained
public investment in infra-
structure and advancements in
digital public infrastructure.

Consumer price inflation
(CPI) fell in October 2023, main-
ly due to the dip in core (non-
food, non-fuel) inflation. The
overall CPI-C inflation was at a

four-month low, and its core
component was the lowest in
the last 43 months. The trend in
wholesale price Index (WPI)
also suggests that the cost of
principal inputs to production
in the economy has declined
overall.

“Apart from the policy meas-
ures of the government, the
transmission of the monetary
pohcy tightening may be begin-
ning to take effect. Againsta cu-
mulative hike of 250 basis points
(bps) in policy repo rate, lending
rates have increased by 187 bps =
in respect of freshloansand 105 | |
bps in respect of outstanding =
loans,” said the report. The In-
dian economy has
remarkably re-

Balance
of payments

. Monitoring financial flows

ient amid a glo- £ in the external sector is
bal slowdown, "4 crucial as they impact the
buoyed by solid { value of the Indian rupee
domestic demand, and the balance of

it said. payments

The ministry ; §
added that the sup- %
ply-side economy ™
in FY24 has validat-
ed the confidence placed
in it. The agriculture
sector has made rapid
progress in procuring
wheat and rice, resulting
in a continuous increase
in food reserves.

Transmission of policy tightening may be beginning to take effect.
@ Against a hike of 250 bps In repo rate, lending rates have gone up 187

bps in fresh loans and 105 bps in outstanding loansc —FinMin report
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SATHVIK BHARADWAJ
BENCGALURU, DHNS

On an overcast Tuesday after-
noon, top seeds Rutuja Bhosale
and Kazakhstan's Zhibek Ku-
lambayeva putinascintillating
performancetodefeatwildcard
entrants Akanksha Dileep Nit-
ture and Nidhitra Rajmohan
6-1, 6-0 in their ITF Women’s
World Tour Round-of-16 dou-
blesmatch at Bowring Institute
here on Tuesday.

Rutuja, who was felicitated
by the KSLTA with a cheque of
Rs1Lakhearlierinthemorning
for her gold medal in the Asian
(Gamesmixed doublesevent,im-
mediately put Akanksha under
pressure in her first service
game, but the latter held on.

23-year-old Zhibek was a
force to contend with at the
net, closing out points with
her anticipation and court
coverage. She received Nidhi-
tra’s serves with aggressive in-
tent, managing some cracking
shots inthe early games.

The Indo-Kazakh pair broke
Akanksha’s serve, and it was
Rutuja’s fiery forehands that
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'Rutuja Bhosale prepares to return while her Kazakh partner

Zhibek Kulambayeva looks on during their ITF Women's
World Tour pre-quarterfinal match at Bowring Institute in
Bengaluru on Tuesday. bH PHOTO/BK JANARDHAN

did the damage. The break
was sealed in somewhat fit-
ting fashion, Rutujarifledin a
return and Zhibek secured the
point with an expert volley at
the netto make it 4-1.
Further brilliance at the
hase-line and at the net helped
Rutuja and Zhibek clinch the

first set 6-1 with a break of

southpaw Nidhitra’s serve.

Rutuja elevated her service
game in the second set and
ventured more towards the
net. A double-break early in
the second set saw Rutuja and
Zhibek zoom to a 4-0 lead.

A comfortable service hold,
and anotherbreak sealed with
Rutuja’s pin-point forehand
clinched tie in 43 minutes.

Among the other notable

- Top-seeds Rutula and Zhibek cruise tovictory

results on the opening day,
fourth-seed Vaidehi Chaud-
hari prevailed over Wildcard
entrant Anjali Rathi 6-3, 6-3,
while recently crowned Na-
tional Champion Shrivalli
Rashmikaa Bhamidipaty got
the better of Humera Baha-

rmus 6-1, 7-5.

Results (All Indians unless mentioned
in brackets, prefix denotes seeding):
Women's singles (Round of 32): Shrivalli
Rashmikaa Bhamidipaty bt Humera Ba-
harmus 6-1, 7-5; 4-Vaidehi Chaudhari bt
WC-Anjali Rathi 6-3, 6-3; 6-Jenny Duerst
(SUI) bt Q-Yashaswini Panwar 6-3, 6-2:
7-Diletta Cherubini (ITA) bt Anastasia
Sukhotin 6-1, 6-2; WC-Suhitha Maruri bt
Q-Paavanii Paathak 6-3, 6-3: Vaishnavi
Adkar bt WC-Sahira Singh 6-0, 6-1.

Women's Doubles (Round of 16):
1-Rutuja Bhosale/Zhibek Kulambayeva
(KAZ) bt Akanksha Dileep Nitture /Ni-
dhitra Rajmohan 6-1, 6-0; Pooja Ingale/
Sandeepti Singh Rao bt Sharmada Balu/
Demi Tran (NED) 7-5, 6-0; 2- Jenny Duerst
(SUI)/Ekaterina Yashina bt Zeel Desai;
Anastasia Sukhotina 6-4, 7-5: 4-Punnin
Kovapitukted (THA)/Anna Ureke bt Hu-
mera Baharmus/Smriti Bhasin 6-2. 6-2-
Diletta Cherubini (ITA)/Antonia Schmidt
(GER) bt Vaishnavi Adkar/Sravya Shivan,
Chilakalapudi 6-2, 6-2; Kashish Bhatia,
vanshita Pathania bt Laalitya Kalluri/
Priyanka Rodricks -3, 6 2 3-Shrivalli
Rashmikaa Bhamidipaty /Vaidehi Chaud
hari bt Suhitha Maruri/Prathiba Narayan
Prasad ©-0, 6 3, Sai Samhitha Chamarthi,
Soha Sadiq bt Saumya Vig/Pranjala Yad
lapalli 6 3.6 2



~ Bengalurean wins World

 Billiards title for the 26th time

DOHA, PTI
lndian cueist Panka) Ad

vani rallied to win the IBSF

World Billiards Champion
ship title here on Tuesday for a
staggering 26th ume, beatung
compatrioft Sourav Kotharn in
the final.

Trailing 26-180 1n the first
hour, Advani rallied 1o defeat
the 2018 world champion
Kothari 1000-416mn a rematch
oflast year's title clash in Kuala
Lumpur.

Playing back-to-back match-
es, Kothari took the iminal lead
and was going strong but fal-
tered on a couple of easy chanc-
estoallow Advani recover from
- thedeficit.

- From there, it got a hrttle
scrappy with both players
exchanging visits between

~ them and a couple of 150-plus
breaks by Advani helped him
stretch the lead while Kothan
could not fully capitalise onthe
chances he got.

Advani fired in a break of
214, the highest of the martch,
and looked unstoppable after
that.

Advani maintained a healthy
250-point lead for a better part
of the match.

A 99 from Kothari brought
the difference down to 150.

The ace cueist from Ben-
galuru then switched gears
to extend the lead and reach

with the IBSF World Billiards
Championship title in Doha
on Tuesday. -

the 1000-mark with an unfin-
ished break of 199 1o end the
proceedings.

Describing the feeling as
“unreal”, Advani said: “[ have
won before so | know how it
feels. burt to repeat it year on
year 1s what makes all those
hours of work on skill. bodv and
mund totally worth it

“To me. consistency is the
hallmark of success and con-
nnuing to bring home world
utles for the counrtry 1s what
drives me the most.”

Advanmiwill getnorest as he
parucipates the next edinon of
the World Billiards Champion-
ship. whichis the short formar,
150-up.

Kothan blamed fangue for
squandering his early lead.



FOOTEBALL WORLD CUP QUALIFIERS

Gritty India go down

to fancied Qatar

Tourists extend lead

at the top of group

after acomfortable
3-0 victory

v

BHUBANESWAR, PTI

ndia dished out a gritty

display but suffered a 0-3

drubbing against dominant
Asian champions Qatar in their
second matchofthe 2026 FIFA
World Cup second round qual-
ifiers here on Tuesday.

Qatar would have won by

a bigger margin had they not
missed several chances while
dominating throughout the
90 minutes at the Kalinga Sta-
dium.

The visiting side scored
through Moustafa Tarek
Mashal (4th minute), Almoez
Ali (47th) and Yusuf Adurisag
(86th).

India, who were seeking
inspiration from their famous
0-0 draw against the same op-
ponents four years ago, could
barely create scoring chances.
Theydid get a couple of oppor-
tunities at the fag end of the
first half, but wasted them.

Igor Stimac’s team is still in
contention to finish second in
Group A and qualify for the
third round for the first time
after a 1-O win over Kuwait in
their away match on Novem-
ber 16.

The Indian defence was
exposed quite early into the
match as they conceded a goal
in the fourth minute itself.

Off a corner, three Qatar
players exchanged passes in-
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Oatar SMoustafa Tarek (rl ght) attempts to tackie Indla s Udanta Slngh during their Group A
World Cup gualifier in Bhubaneswar on Tuesday. REUTERS

side the Indian box but none of
the home side defenders could
touch the bhall.

Moustafa Tarek Mashal
then sent a low right-footed
shot which beat goalkeeper
Amrinder Singh, who was
fielded by Igor Stimac in place
of Gurpreet Singh Sandhu, all
endsup.

Akram Afif missed three
chances which allowed India
togointo the breather just one
goaldown.

Their backs to the wall, In-
dia tried to hit on the counter
and they got two fine chances,
and could have restored parity
from the second one.

Then, Udanta Singh and

Anirudh Thapahadanice one-
touch neat exchange of passes
but Lalengmawia Ralte failed
todirect his shot properly from
the edge of the box.

Three minutes from the

break, Thapa wasted an easier
chanceas he had only the Qatar
goalkeeper Meshaal Barsham
1o beat.

Qatar then doubled the lead
in the second minute of the

cecond half (47th minute of

the match) with their prolific
striker Almoez Ali finding the
target.

All had scored four goals

in Qatar’s 8-1 hammering of

Afghanistan in their previous
match.

Thapa was taken off in the
63rd minute and Sahal Ab-
dul Samad came in his place.
Just two minutes later, Suresh
Singh found him inside the Qa-
tar box with a brilliant delivery
but Samad’s left-footed shot
was wide of the far post.

Four minutes from reg-
ulation time, Qatar made 1t
3-0 (86th minute) with Yusul
Adurisag heading home after
connecting a cross from Mo-
hammed Albayau.

India next play their 2026
World Cup qualifier match
against Afghanistan at the
neutral venue of Dushanbe,
Tajikistan on March 21 next
year.
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INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka
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AVOID COST OVERRUNS
TO ACHIEVE STRONG
INFRA-LED GROWTH

T is heartening to note that recent projections for the Indian
economy have been positive, with both business pundits and
sales figures indicating strong growth and muted inflation. A
recent Goldman Sachs report said that though India’s real
GDP growth rate is likely to moderate marginally to 6.3 percent
in 2024 from 6.4 percent estimated for 2023, economic activity will
remain resilient through 2024. High institutional spends, a driv-
er of growth, will be a tale of two halves: pre-elections, govern-
ment spending will dominate; post elections, private investment
is expected to reaccelerate. Macroeconomic data seems to sup-
port this projection. For instance, sale of commercial vehicles,
an important barometer of economic activity, is expected to be
30 percent higher this financial year. This is driven by higher
sales of heavy vehicles, a demand which in turn has been trig-
gered by an enhanced freight movement through the country.
The next few years can see transformational growth riding
on the government’s spending on roads, airports and cities. Ana-
lytics firm Crisil says India is expected to spend 143 lakh crore
on infrastructure over the seven years up to 2030, more than
twice the Z67 lakh crore spent since 2017. The firm has forecast
a GDP growth of 6.7 percent through 2030-31—and painted a
picture of India escaping poverty to become the fastest-growing
large economy and a middle-income country with the per capita
income rising from $2,500 now to $4,500 by 2031.
Infrastructure-led growth gives a strong foundation to mod-
ern transformation, provides jobs and stokes all-round demand.
However, there may be many a slip between the cup and the lip.
As Goldman Sachs itself admits, money will be scarce as “ele-
vated headline inflation will prevent the central bank from mon-
etary easing before October next year”. Rapid infrastructure-led
growth—like what we have seen in China recently and in Japan
after the Second World War—depends on high performance
standards. For instance, heavy cost-overruns due to delays can
stall important projects. A recent statistics ministry report
showed that 411 large infra projects were hit by cost overruns
totaling a humungous 4.3 lakh crore. Where is the additional
money going to come from? Further, of the total 1,788 projects
monitored in October; as many as 837 had been delayed. Close
monitoring and completion are the watchwords if these opti-
mistic growth forecasts are to be realised.
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Governors must abide
by limitsonpowers

he tough questions the Supreme Court a§ked Tar_nil
I Nadu Governor R N Ravi about his holding up bills

passed by the state legislature should be considered
as equally directed at Governors of other states, t0o, '.:vho
have refused to give assent to bills. Chief Justice of India D
Y Chandrachud said that the court’s questions and obser-
vationsare about the office of the Governorinall states, and
notjustaboutone Governor. The Tamil Nadu Governor sat
onanumber of bills for three years or more. The same situ-
ation exists in Kerala, where eight bills are awaiting assent
from Governor Arif Mohammed Khan. It was pointed out
tothe courtina petition filed by the Kerala government that
they are pending with the Governor for periods ranging
from three years to seven months. Among these were bills
whichreplaced the ordinances approved and notified by the
Governor. Theyalso concerned important matters of public
interest like post-Covid health issues.

The court hasissued notices to the Kerala Governor and
the Centre on the petition filed by the state government, just
as it did in the case of the petition against the Tamil Nadu
Governor’s non-action on bills. Governor Ravireturned all
the bills at one go after he received
the notice from the court. The state
Assembly has passed all the bills | |
again and sent them back to him B t
for assent. The Governor’s conduct | sumbrigen

prompted the court to pose some £ {11|[H11]|T} /i
questions like what the Governor | nfliovemors

was doing for three years, without
taking a decision on the bills sent [ 18124 [1 ]S
to him for assent. It is unfortunate [ 1 [7r coe i

thatsuch questions have to be asked
to the holder of a high constitution-
al office like that of the Governor.
What the court meant was that the Governor had delib-
erately failed to do his constitutional duty. The court also
pointed out that he acted only because the court had issued
anotice to him.

The court’squestion astowhy Governors should wait for
parties toapproach the Supreme Court therefore becomes
veryrelevant. All states ruled by non-BJP parties have had
such problems with Governorssitting on billsand other files

sentto them, opposing in public the policies and decisions
of these governments apnd

Punjab and Telangan, ha

thevice-chancellor’s recom
such a course of confront
only if they are doing the C
its backing for their action
country’s federal system,

——
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mendations. Governors pursue
ation with state governments
entre’s bidding or at least have
s. Thatis a serious threat to the
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