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THE PATH TO EXCELLENCE 

UGC zonal committees to ensure 
effective implementation of NEP 2020 

T 

Priyadarshini.Gupta 
@timesgroup.com 

The panels will serve as a forum for the exchange of best practices and knowledge 

he University Grants Commis 
sion (UGC) has set up five zo 
nal committees to facilitate 

universities in developingaroadmap 
for the effective implementation of 
the National Education Policy (NEP 
2020). The five committees cover the 
northern, northeastern, eastern, 
western, southern, and central re 
gions, and comprise vice-chancellors 

from central, state, private, and dee 

"While some universities have 
concentrated on certain aspects of 
the NEP. others have implemented 
another set of features of the policy. 
Varsities need to share their experi 
ences and benefits of implementing 
the education policy. These zonal pa 
nels serve as a platform where varsi 
ties can come together to brainstorm 
on ways to implement NEP 2020 ef 
fectively," Manish Ratnakar Joshi, 
UGC secretary told Education Times. 
"The UGC came up with the zonal 
Committees in January 2022, after 
internal deliberations with stake 
holders. The committee members 
were few then but now we are try 
ingto engage for a larger participa 
tion. We have decided to showca 
se how various universities are 
implementing NEP; hence com 
mittee meetings will now be 
held across all zones," he said, 
adding, "To implement a po 
licy. all stakeholders should 
actively participate. Howe 
ver, it would be difficult if we 
had only one committee, 
hence, states across the co 

untry were divided under dif 
ferent zZones. 

Anil Sahasrabudhe, Natio 
nal Educational Technology 
Forum (NETF) chairman says, 
"The initiative vwill help in un 

ISTOCK 

derstanding the nuances and speedy 
implementation of reforms in NEP 
2020." On October 26 this year, more 
than 200 vice-vhancellors of different 
universities from Gujarat, Maharash 
tra, Goa and Rajasthan came toget 
her at the West zonal panel meeting. 
The other zones will Convene mee 
tings in the near future, says Joshi. 

Promoting inchusivity 
Indian Institute of Managenent (IIM) 
Raipur director Ram Kumar Kakani 
says, "Establishing UGC's zonal pa 
nels is a strategic initiative led by the 
UGC to elevate education standards 
and navigate the dynamics encoun 
tered within our nation's new NEP 
driven higher education sector. The 
se panels are designed to uphold and 
enhance the educational quality wit 
hin universities and colleges across 
diverse regions. Each geographical 
zone within our COuntry boasts of 
unique cultural, social, andeconomic 
characteristics. Acknowledging this 
diversity, the panels have been insti 
tuted to address region-specific NEP 

The primary purpose 
of the UGC zonal panels 
is to foster a collaborative 
environment 

Advertorial, Education P 

implementation issues. This appro 
ach ensures an efficient response to 
the distinctive educational needs of 
various areas, promoting inclusivity 
and relevance. In essence, the crea 
tion of UGC zonal panels signifies a 
proactive measure undertaken by 
the UGC to adapt to the evolving edu 
cationallandscape, cateringto the di 
verse Iequirements of students and 
institutions nationwide. " 

He adds, "The primary purpose 
of the UGC zonalpanels isto fosteI a 

collaborative higher education en 
vironment that promotes excellen 
ce through NEP 2020. These panels 
serve as platforms for in-depth con 
sultation and coordination among 
universities, enabling them to sha 
re best practices, pool resources, 

and collectively tackle challenges." 
One of the keyways these panels 

will facilitate universities is by en 
hancing social infrastructure For in 
stance, universities can collaborate 

on research projects addressing re 
gional socio-economic challenges, 
thereby contributing significantly to 
developing social infrastructure in 
the respective zones, says Kakani. 

Social consent 
These panels will also play a vital role 
in building social consent. "For in 
stance, by involving local communiti 
es and industry stakeholders in curi 
culum development, universities can 
ensure that their programmes meet 
the future demands of the job market, 
thus gaining social consent and sup 
port," adds Kakani. 

"The West zonal panel conferen 
ce encouraged learning from each 
other and supporting and promoting 
higher education institutions across 
the zone to impart quality education 
throughNEP. Duringthis conference. 
we took inspiration from Sardar Pa 
tel's Statue of Unity and discussed 
the steps taken to coordinate and mo 
ve towards NEP implementation. 
This will become a guide for other 
higher educational institutions as 
well and help in Creating the neces 
sary social capital and ecosystem 
by enabling social infrastructure 
and social consent," says Kakani. 

Daviender Narang, director, 
Jaipuria Institute of Manage 
ment says, "The committees 
serve as a forum for the ex 
change of best practices, 
knowledge, and recom 
mendations for regionally 
focused policies, gua 
ranteeing that the goals 
of the NEP are not only 
recognised but also suc 
cessfully implemented 
at the local level." 

med universities. 



BÜ to establish separate placement cell 
The university has already approached over 250 multinational companies for campus selection for this acadenmic year and it says the response has been positive 

Jayanth R. 
BENGALURU 

B 
angalore Universi 
ty (BU) has decided 
to set upa separate 

placement cell on the Jna 
nabharathi campus to pro 
vide employment oppor 
tunities to students. 

The university has alrea 
dy approached over 250 
multinational companies 
(MNCS) for campus selec 
tion for this academic year 
and said it had received a 
positive response. 

Bangalore University 
was conducting placement 
activities in collaboration 
with University Visvesva 
raya College of Engineer 
ing (UVCE), which was afh 
liated to the university 

After the trifurcation of 
the university in 2017 and 
the separation of UVCE 
from Bangalore University, 
the placement activities 
slowed down. 

The university has now 
decided to speed up the 

Earlier, our placement 
activities were done by 
UVCE, which was an 

affiliated college. But. they 
provided placements only for 
Computer-related courses. We 
have many Science courses 
for which there are a lot of 
placement opportunities. Our 
placement cell will concentrate 
more on Science courses. 

MURALI, 
Placement coordinator of Bangalore University 

placement activities with a 
separate cell. 

Speaking to The Hindu, 
Murali, the placement 
coordinator of Bangalore 
University, said, "Earlier, 
our placement activities 
were done by UVCE, which 

was an afiliated college. 
But, they provided place 
ments only for Computer 
related courses like MCA. 
We have many Science 
courses for which there are 
a lot of placement oppor 
tunities. Our placement 

cell will concentrate more 
on Science courses, partic 
ularly Mathematics, Com 
puter Science, Statistics, 
and Electronics." 

"There is always de 
mand for Science students 
in MNCs. System modelling 
companies need students 
with a Mathematics back 
ground, and some compa 
nies will be expecting stu 
dents from a Statistics 
background. The compa 
nies working on hardware 
seek Electronics students. 
To cater to the companies 
requirement, we decided 
to set up a separate recruit 
ment cell for Science 
courses," he explained. 

M.S. Jayakara, Vice 
Chancellor of Bangalore 
University, said, "Earlier, 
only a few students from 

Commerce, Chemistry, 
Physics, and Computer 
Science were recruited. 
Now, we are planning to 
put some efforts to im 
prove the recruitment in 
other courses also. We un 
derstand that in today's 
competitive market, an in 
creasing number of em 
ployers expect students to 
be equipped better. Our 
university placement cell 
will be involved in support 
ing students by giving prac 
tical experience. We will al 

arrange for some 
interactions with indus 
tries and provide neces 
sary raining under Koush 
alya Karnataka and other 
institutions." 

Students of the universi 
ty have welcomed the 
Imove. 

"Most students in Ban 
galore University come 
from socially, economical 
ly backward sections. After 
graduation, it is very diffi 
cult to find a job. We hope 
that the placement cell will 
help all students get good 
jobs," said Nandini, an MSc 
(Chemistry) student from 
the Jnanabharathi campus. 

Pruthvi, an MSc (Com 
puter Science) student, 
said, "After UVCE became 
an autonomous institution, 
the university had stopped 
placement activiies. Now, 
the university has given the 
good news that it will open 
a placenent cell. Along 
with this, the university 
should provide some skill 
development activities, 
which will be helpful to get 
good jobs." earlier. 



"Won't saffronise or Congressise our State Education Policy' 
Minister feor School Fducation and Literacy savs the policy will not favour or be against any political party, and will be framed after consultation with all, including those who disagree with it 

INTERVIEW 

Madhu 

Bangarappa 

Sathish G.T. 
SHIVAMOGGA 

The State government has 
constituted a committee to 
frame the Karnataka State 

Education Policy, which 
will be a model for the en 
tire country, said Madhu 
Bangarappa, Minister for 
School Education and 
Literacy. 

In an interview with The 
Hindu in Shivamogga, the 
Minister said the policy 
would not favour any par 
ticular poliical party or be 
against any party. "Our 
motto is to focus on what is 
essential for providing 

Madhu Bangarappa 

quality education for our 
children. The committee 

has been told to interact 

with all stakeholders, in 
cluding those who oppose 
the SEP" he said. 

Excerpts: 

Why did the State go for 
SEP, in place of the new 
National Education 
Policy-2020, proposed 
by the Union 
government? 

There are many rea 
sons. For one, the Centre 
tried to infuse saffronisa 

tion through the policy. 
Such a policy and syllabus 
end up communalising 
children. They will be en 
couraged to hate somebo 
dy. How can we accept 
that? 

Moreover., the BJP go 
vernment introduced it 
without holding a discus 
sion with anybody. They 
were in a hurry to imple 
ment it because of the 
pressure from the party 
high command. It showed 
they were more commit 
ted to the party high com 
mand than quality educa 
tion for children. 

On the other hand, we 

are not bringing any agen 
da of Congress in the name 
of policy. It will remain un 
biased. 

Besides that, the simpie 
reason for SEP is that we 
want the schools to be un 
der the State government's 

control. Here, for exam 
ple, we teach children 
about our great poet Ku 
vempu, our rulers Krish 
nadevaraya, Rani Chen 
namma, warrior Onake 

Obavva, social reformers 
Basavanna, Narayana Gu 
ru or the rivers like the 
Cauvery of our land. These 
are all part of our culture. 

In the name of NEP, our 
children will be forced to 
study something not con 
nected to our culture. 
Hence, we want a policy 
that talks about our cul 
ture and nativity. 

Do you anticipate the 
Union government's 
non-cooperation to 
implement the SEP by 
stopping funds for 
Centrally sponsored 
schemes? 

I don't think they will be 

so cruel... Anyhow, we are 
providing food for chil 
dren in Classes 9 and 10. 
They (the Centre) are pro 
viding for children only up 
to Class 8. We are provid 
ing uniform, eggs, and 
books. We will manage. Al 
ready, they are not giving 
us our due share of taxes. 
Let them clear our dues 
first. 

The committee headed 
by Dr. Sukhdeo Thorat 
has only six months 
time. When you are 
planning to implement 
SEP? 

Chief Minister Siddara 
maiah has said it will be 
implemented by next aca 
demic year. 

I feel the time we have is 
short. The committee has 
six months. It has begun 
the work just two days ago. 

By April 2024, they may 
submit the report. Later, 
we may have to go for text 
book revision. It may re 
quire more time. Then, we 
will convey this to the CM. 

However, the transition 
from the NEP to the SEP 
will be smooth. NEP was 
implemented only in high 
er education. The changes 
will be made so that the 
students do not feel dis 
turbed. 

Will the SEP be applied 
to ICSE, CBSE, and 
Central Syllabus schools 
as well? 

The SEP committee will 
deliberate on this issue. At 
the end of the day, the idea 
is to give good education. 
There are a lot of similari 
ties in the syllabus. SEP 
aims to do away with any 
agenda that infuses hatred 

among children through 
their textbooks.... We will 
not saffronise or Congres 
sise our SEP. 

Are there any specific 
instructions to the SEP 
committee on teaching 
of Kannada and the 
medium of instruction? 

Kannada will have pri 
macy. Students will have 
the option to learn other 
languages. English will be 
taught too. 

With regard to the medi 
um of instruction, the stu 
dents will have a choice of 
both Kannada and English 
medium. Many parents are 
opting for English medium 
in our Karnataka Public 
Schools (KPS). Even those 
who initially chose Kanna 
da as their medium of in 
struction are gradually 
transitioning to English. 

We respect their choice. 

Recently, NCERT panel 
recommended 
replacing India with 
Bharat in textbooks. 
How do you see it? 

All these years, we ac 
cepted both Bharat and in 
dia. When we introduce 
ourselves in English, we 
call ourselves Indian, and 
in Kannada, we identify 
ourselves as Bharatiya. But 
the Centre is trying to di 
vide between Bharat and 
India. 

Moreover, they are 
bringing up the issue of in 
dia and Bharat at the very 
end of their term. It shows 
they have no other issue to 
go before the public. They 
want to whip up emotions 
for political gains. Our pol 
icy will be clear on this. We 
will retain both names. 
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Embracing research-led 
education for advanced 

technical courses 
Students must develop well-rounded profiles for 

both industry placements and academic pursuits, 
wIites Chandrashekar Ramanathan 

echnical education plays a cru 
cial role in preparing students 
for the demands of the modern 

workforce. With the rapid pace of 
technological advancement, it is es 
sential that technical education 
adapts and evolves to keep up with 
emerging technologies. In this era of 
ever-changing technologies, having 
a flexible curriculum enables stu 
dents pursuing Engineering courses 
in information technology to adapt to 
changes and learn the latest techno 
logies, making them better equipped 
to succeed in their careers. 

To meet the evolving demands of 
the industry, it is crucial for the curi 
culum of a courseto embrace flexibili 
ty andremain receptive tonew areas. 
By incorporating a Choice-based 
Credit System (CBCS), students are 
granted the freedom to explore sub 
jects that align with their interests 
while acquiring knowledge and 
skills directly applicable to their care 
er objectives. This approach enhan 
ces their readiness for their chosen 
profession and augments their emp 
loyability prospects. 

In this era dominated by AIML, 
IoT, and cloud computing, it is pru 
dent to prioritise both theoretical un 
derstanding and research advance 
ments in these domains. Within the 
realm of AI, specialisation should en 
CornpasSs various facets such as visu 
al recognition, image processing. 
speech recognition, natural langua 
ge processing, and the emerging fi 
eld of few-shot learning, (classifica 
tion based on only a few samples). 

Emphasising expenential lear 
ning is the path forward as it effecti 
vely prepares students to be industry 
ready. Moreove, it is essential to es 
tablisha strong foundation that fos 
ters immediate impact by placing 
greater emphasis on experiential le 
arning from the very beginning. Eve 
Iy technological advancement, 
whether in hardware or software, le 
aves a lasting impact on society. It is 
imperative that we motivate stu 
dents to develop well-rounded profi 
les that not only qualify them for in 
dustry placements but also equip 
them for further academic pursuits. 

To meet the evolving 
demands of the industry, it 
is crucial for the curriculum 
of a course to embrace 
flexibility and remain 
receptive to new areas 

By encouraging students to cultivate 
diverse skill sets, we empower them 
to thrive in professional settings and 
pursue advanced studies in their 
chosen fields. 

The impact of any emerging tech 
nology on society is undeniable, 
highlighting the importance of incor 
porating social sciences into the cur 
riculum of engineering students. Re 
cognisingthe profound interplay bet 
ween the digital and social realms, it 
is crucial for our student composition 
and course offerings to reflect this in 
terconnectedness to a greater ex 
tent. Thus, it becomes vital for stu 
dents to comprehend technological 
advancements within the broader 
context of their implications on socie 
ty. By fostering this understanding, 
we equip future engineers with a 
comprehensive perspective that con 
siders the societal implications of 
technological progress. 

The role of faculty members is in 
strumental in equipping students to 
tackle the intricate challenges that 
shape the technologies of the future. 
Well-qualified faculty members, with 
hands-on experience in the latest ad 
vancements, prOVe to be invaluable 
in this regard. It is advantageous to 
prioritise focused research on cut 
ting-edge technologies that are cur 
rently prominent, such as advanced 
Communication for mobile networks 
using indigenous technology for 5G, 
6G, and beyond, brain robotic surge 
ry, ethical and social inplications of 
AI, and other similar domains. By 
emphasising research and innova 
tion, rather than viewing education 
solely as a skill-imparting endeavour, 
we can effectively transform techni 
cal education. 

(The author is professor & dean, 
Academics, IIT Bangalore) 
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Allied health sector can absorb 
students who are unable to crack NEET 

Allied health professionals such as physiotherapists, emergency medical technicians, anaesthesia technicians, 
laboratory technicians playa crucial role in diagnostics, patient care and public health, writes Sunil Kumar Jha 

s the healthcare in 
dustry continues to 
grow and evolve, the 

need for skilled professio 
nals to support and comple 
ment medical practitioners 
is increasing. From meeting 
the rising demand for speci 
alised healthcare services to 
the chance to make a positi 
ve impact on patients' lives, 
allied health professionals 
play a vital role in enhancing 
healthcare delivery. 

A 

Diverse opportunities 
An allied health career in India 
offers a multitude of diverse 
opportunities. From working 
in hospitals and clinics to re 
search institutions and pub 
lic health organisations, alli 
ed healthcare professionals 
can explore various paths 
based on theiI interests 
and expertise. 

Hospitals and clinics 
form the primary work 
setting for allied health 
professionals. Here, 
they collaborate with 
doctors to provide patient 
care, conduct specialised 
tests, interpret results, and 
ensure accurate diagnosis. 

Additionally, they 
contribute to public health ini 
tiatives, Work in comnunity 
health centres, NGOs, and go 
vernment agencies to promo 
te preventive care, educate 
Communities, and support 

public health campaigns. 

can 

Moreover, research and in 

novation play an important ro 
le in the healthcare sector. 
Hence, they can contribute to 
research projects, clinical tri 
als, and technological advan 
cements to shape the future of 
healthcare delivery in India. 

India's healthcare landsca 
pe is witnessing a rapid ex 
pansion of specialised servi 

FOCUS 

ces, driven by advancements 
in medical technology. Pursu 
inga career in the allied health 
sector enables individuals to 
meet the growing demand for 
specialised services, working 
alongside other healthcare 
professionals. In 2023, nearly 
20.87 lakh students appeared 

ISTOCK 

for NEET exam in India, aspi 
ring for a career in healthcare 
and allied health industry. As 
the number of MBBS seats is 

limited in India, allied health 
care industry prOvides a plat 
form to these aspirants to 
pursue their career as se 
cond-line doctors. 

Allied health professio 

Hospitals and linics form the primary 
work setting for such professionals; they 

collaborate with doctors to provide 
patient care and conduct specialised tests 

nals, such as physiothera 
pists, emergency medical 
technicians, anaesthesia 
technicians, laboratory tech 
nicians, medical technolo 
gists, radiographers, etc, play 
a crucial role in diagnostics, 
patient care and public health. 

Varyingneeds 
Making this career choice of 
fers individuals the opportuni 
ty to make apositive impact on 
patients' lives and contribute 
to their overall well-being. 

With direct interaction 
with patients, they 

provide comfort, sup 
port and specialised 
care, enhancing pa 
tients' physical, 
emotional, and cog 
nitive well-being. 

Allied healthcare 
professionals can acti 

vely contribute to public 
health initiatives, raise 
awareness about preventi 
ve care, promote healthy li 
festyles, and implement di 

management pro 
grammes. By educating in 
dividuals and communities, 
they empower people to ta 
ke control of their health and 
prevent illnesses, ultimate 
ly reducing the burden on 

sease 

healthcare infrastructure. 
There are several accredi 

ted and reputed allied health 
Colleges in India that offer co 
urses and programmes in v¡ 
rious disciplines. Several of 
them are aligned to the Natio 
nal Comnmission for Allied 
and Healthcare Professions 

(NCAHP) Bill, 2020, of the Go 
vernment of India and also to 
their state councils. Based on 
this, healthcare organisa 
tions, public and private, 
prioritise training healthcare 
professionals to addresS pub 
lic health challenges, serveru 
ral and underserved areas, fo 
cus on public health needs 
and interventions. 

They provide for innova 
tion and flexibility in respon 
seto changing healthcare ne 
eds. Overall, the coexistence 
ofgovernment and private al 
lied health colleges ensures a 
diverse and comprehensive 
healthcare education lands 
cape, addressing the varying 
needs of students, healthca 
re providers and the health 
care system. 

(The author is dean, School 
of Paramedics and Allied He 
alth Sciences, Centurion Uni 
versity of Technology and Ma 
nagement, Odisha) 
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RATIONS GALORE 
with many coming together in colourful outfits for a musiC programme. WAGARAJA GADEKAL 

FIT BIT 

PARIVRTTA JANU SIRSASANA 
VARIATION ONE HAND ON KNEE 
(REVOLVED HEAD TO KNEE POSE VARIATION 

ONE HAND ON KNEE) 
This is a variation of Revolved Head To Knee Pose. It improves strength and flexibility of 
the spine and stimulates visceral organs in the chest and abdomen, as there is a fresh 
blood supply to the internal organs right after being released from the posture. 
STEPS 

Sit in Dandasana for about 2-3 breaths. 

Inhale, bend your right leg at the knee, placing 
the right foot close to the inside of the left thigh. 
Now, place your right sole close to the perineal. 
Exhale, bring the upper body close to the left 
thigh and hold on to the left foot with the 
hands. 
Lower the left elbow on your stretched leg, 
inhale, twist right and bring the head out, 
continue holding on to the foot or toes with 
both hands. 

Stay here for about a breath, feel comfortable, 
release the lower arn (left) and bring it to rest 
on the bent knee (right). 

Stretch the arm, stay here for about 5 breaths. 
Inhale, release the hand and straighten your 
body, coming back to sit in Dandasana. 

Sitting with your hands on the sides of the body, 
legs stretched, and your head-neck-back in one 
line. 

Stay here for a while and then repeat on the 
other side. 
Do a few rOUnds of Seated 
Cat Cow Pose or relax 
in Extended Child 
Pose. 

BENEFITS 

Helps prepare the body to follow 
advanced forward bends. 

Compressions to abdominal muscles 
and organs on one side of the body. 

and stretches them on the other 
side. 
It can be incduded in power yoga. 

" Reduces or burns excess fat on the 
sides of the belly. 

" Stimulates the liver, kidneys and 
other vital abdominal organs. 
Beneficial for armpits and shoulders. 
Gives relief from back pain. 
Releases stress and fatigue and 
reduces anxiety. 
Beneficial in insomnia. 
Good for headaches. 

LIMITATIONS 

Do not come upright while perfoming 
the pose as it could cause injuries. 

People suffering from any conditions 
of sciatica, slipped disc, injured knee. 

hips, arms, shoulders and 
hernia or diarthoea. 

avoid this. 

By N Elumalai, PhD Scholar (Yoga Science) at 
Meenakshi Academy of Higher Education & Research, Chennai 
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HOW DO INFLUENCERS 
REALLY INFLUENCE YOU? 

PV SUBRAMANYAM 
writes at 

www.subramoney.com and has 
authored the best seller 'Retire 

Rich-Invest 40 a day' 

O Finfluencers (fi 
nancial influencers) 
really influence 
you? How do they do 
it? Here are the few 
things they do - So 
be careful. 

Authority: We tend to 
trust when an expert says, 
Trust Me, I am an Expert. We 
will happily buy toothpaste 
recommnended by a person 
wearing a white apron be 
lieving he/she is a dentist, 
but is actually just an actor. 
Similarly in the financial 

services space, 'experts 
who appear on television 
or those who write articles 
are just glorified salesmen. 
However, when they say "I 
am a Vice-President in Xyz 
insurance company" we 
believe he/she is here to 
help us. 

MONEYWISE 

FINANCIALADVICE wish to be on your own" Did 

Wife or other relative 
of your boss: If you are a 
constable in the police 
force can you refuse to 
buy from the Commis 
sioner's wife or 
Son? Such power 
ful people. 

Commitment 
and nodding: Imag 

ine being asked a set of ques 
tions which lead to »so should 
you buy an Endowment plan' 

if you have said yes to 4 
questions before that, the 
next answer is a Yes. Many 
YouTubers ask you "Are you 
bored with this job", "Do you 

you know ... "You can do all 
this by becoming an Agent 
selling....". Be careful, if you 
are nodding with an 'expert, 
he is about to pitch a toxic, 
expensive product. This 
could be for you to buy or to 
become an agent to become 
a re-seller. 

Social Proof: I have seen 
people selling to defence per 
sonnel. They go to a Canton 
ment area and sell to the 
highest serving officer. Then 
they use his name to sell to 
others. Ditto for influencers 

they interview a big and fa 
mous person and then keep 

dropping names. 
Getting fake testimoni 

als and increasing their sub 
scriber base a simple SEO 
trick done by many Social 
Media finfluencers. 

Many times we don't un 
derstand the difference be 
tween a paid advertisemnent 
and an indirectly paid adver 
tisement masquerading as a 
'discussion'. The influencer 
is actually peddling his 
influence. 

Reciprocity: When I do 
something good for you, you 
wish to do something good 
for me. So when you walk 
into a shop (aka Bank) they 

give you something to eat. Or 
even worse, they ask you to 
come to a 5-star hotel (with 
family) and pitch an AIF 
or a PMS. 

Being nice - one of the 
easiest ways to trap a senior 
citizen. If he/she has chil. 

dren who don't spend 
enough tÉme with 
them, just be 

good. Soon they can 
pitch a toxic, expen 
sive 'wealth' product 
aka ULIP for their 
grandkids. 

Creating a scar 
city mindset - saying 

"this policy will close on 
31st December" or saying 
"fiom lst April, the law is 

changing... "This pushes 
people to close ealy. These 
are common characteris 

ties of salesmen (called 
Relationship Manager 
these days), and fi 

nancial Influ 
encers. Make 
sure that you 

know what 
thisperson is doing to 

you and your finances. 



















































FINANCIAL 
KNOWLEDGE 

RAJAS KELKAR 
(The author is editor-in-hiefat 

www.moneyminutein) 

VERYONE has an opin 
ion about a view Info 
sys founder NRNaray 
ana Murthy expressed 
about working hours. 
He said that young peo 
ple should work 70 

hours a week. His comments 
have created quite a stir on so 
cial media and the press. There 
are eXtreme views for and 
against the argument. We will 
not dwell on the merits of that 
debate. 

Regarding personal finances, 
your ability to earn more can 
affect your long-term wealth. A 
lot of youngsters are planning 
to retire early It means saving 
enough to start your passion 
projects. To achieve that dream, 
you need to put a lot of effort 
into your work years. It in 
volves working probably the 
time Mr Mrthy refers to in the 
debate. 

From a personal finance 
standpoint, you need to work 
smart. It does not matter the 
number of hours you put in at 
work. You must stay produc 
tive. If you have clearly defined 
goals, it is easier to determine 
the pace of your work. You will 
also kn0w the years you need 
to stay active in a profession 
that earns you the desired in 
come. In that context, you could 
work 70 hours a week. 

Besides earning a living that 
ensures you have enough sav 
ings to invest, you need to make 

MONEY WATTERs 

WHETHER 70 HOURS OR NOT, 
SWEATIT OUT 

your investmemts sweat it out 
for you. Your money needs the 
necessary direction that helps 
you beat inflation consistently 
and earn that wealth needed to 
retire early fronm a run-on 
the-mill job. 

The idea to retire early does 
not mean you stop working. It 
is clear to seize control over 
your time and follow your pas 
sions, too. You will do more 
work, and productivity will be 
critical to your effort. 

Investing regularly towards 
defined goals helps you to meet 
your dreams. It is similar 
to cricket. When teams 
chase a stiff target, they 
have a goal in front 
of them. 

Batters plan 
their innings 
based on the 
conditions 
and ensure 
that they 
break down 
the stiff target 
with controlled 
aggression. Your 
investments 
need to follow a 
similar plan. 
Your money 
can do the job 
if you give it 
sufficient 
time. 

Most of you 
tend to pull 
money Out 

quickly from 
mutual funds or 
other equity as 
sets at the first sign 
of a fall. Equity mar 
kets need you to be pa 
tient enough to ride 
through multiple mar 
ket cycles. If 
you look at the 

performance of benchmark in 
dices like the S&P BSE Sensex 
or NSE Nifty, they have moved 
in cycles over the past 20 years. 
While the overall directional 
trajectory has been upwards 
historically, very few investors 
stay put. 

Yours truly rues that he 
chose the comfort of a Maruti 
Suzuki car instead of the stock 
years ago. While the car is a de 
preciating asset, a stock is an 
appreciating one. There are 
times you must debate issues 
like thriftiness and physical ef 

Express illustration 

fort. You need to ask yourself 
if you need that second car or 
can do it with one. To err on the 
side of more investments could 
require you to trick your mind. 
You must remind yourself con 
stantly about your clearly de 
fined goal of retiring early. 

While you work hard in your 
jobs, you must also let your 

money do the job. Investing re 
quires you to know quite a few 
things. These include under 
standing the big picture in an 
economy and the fundamentals 
of a business ora sector: If you 
wish to create something from 
your work life, you must in 
clude the time yOu spend learn 

ing new skills unrelated to 
your job at work. Knowledge 
about personal finance and 
factors affecting your in 
vestments is indeed that 
skill, 

As long as you follow 
your dreams by con 

verting them into 
clearly defined fi 

nancial goals. 
you will know 
where you 
stand. It will 
also tell you 
the effort 
you need to 
take to 
achieve 
those goals. 
A profes 
sional ex 
pert can 

help you in 
putting it to 

gether. You 
must take help 

and chart a path 
to follow. The 

number of hours you 
work depends 

On this ac 
tion plan. 



Anapparent cyberattack 
hushes the British Library Libraries across Europe appear to be facing attacks fromcybercriminals. At Britain's nationallibrary, an incident' is sending scholars backto an analogue age 
ALEX MARSHALL 

|he British Library in London 
is normally a place of quiet 
study. its reading rooms filled 
with authors, academics and 
students often surround 
ed by piles of books from 

the library's collection of about 170 
million items. 

Now, it's been shushed almost entirely. 
on November 28, the library was 

hit by what it is calling a "cyber in 
cident." Ever since, its website has 
been down and scholars have been 
unable to access its online catalogue. 

The library's Wi-Fi has also stopped 
working, and staff members haven't 
been allowed to turn on their comput 
ers. Its gift shop is open for business, but 
only for anyone with cash to buy trinkets 
such as British Library-branded pencils. 

Library users, many of whom include 
writers with pressing deadlines, are be 
ginning to be affected. 

In interviews last week, seven regular 
users ofthe library-including the author 
ofaforthcoming book on classical music, 
a University of Cambridge lecturer, two 
postgraduate students and a Shakespear 
ean scholar - said that the library had 
essentially gone back to a predigital age. 

Now,according to a staffmember in the 
library's "rare books and music" reading 
room, ordering a book involves looking 
upits catalogue number in one of several 
hundred hardback books or an external 
website, writing that number onto a slip 
ofpaper and then handing it to a librarian 
who.in turn, would check their records to sewhether the book was available. Books 
main library location. 

Any incident at the British Library 
tends to be high-profile news in Britain. 
Itscollection includes artifacts such as two 
copies of the Magna Carta, one of King 
Henry VIlls personal Bibles, ive copies of Shakespeare's First Folio and some of 
the Beatles' handwritten lyrics. 

Yet the British Library has issued only 
brief comments about the episode on X. 
thesocial media platform formerly known 
asTwitter.On Tuesday, October 31, itpost-
edastatement sayíng that the library was 
"experiencing a major technology outage 
as a result of a cyber incident. This is af-
fecting our website, online systems and 
services, and some on-site services includ-
ingpublic Wi-Fi." 

The statement added that the library's 

The British Library in London has a collection of about 170 million items. The library was hit by what it is calling a "cyber 
incident," and ever since, its website has been down, scholars have been unable to access its online catalogue, its Wi-Fi has 

stopped working, and staff members haven't been allowed to turn on their computers. THE NEW YORK TIMES 

staff was investigating the incident along 
with Britain's National Cyber Security 
Centre. On Friday, a library spokesperson 
said in an email that she couldnot provide further comment. She did not respond to 
questions on whether an atack hadactu-ally occurred. 

Jessica Boyall, 29, who was in the 
library on Thursday, November 2 to re-
search a doctoral study, said that she had 
speculated with fellow users about what 
mighn have caused the shutdown. "Noth-ing like this ever happens here," she said, 
adding.*"Everyone's got rumours." 

In the meantime, she had changed her 
work plan for the week. "l'm trying to 
do the bits that don't require any books," 
she said. 

Even with the dearth of information, 
other libraries in Europe were assuming 
that the British Library had been the vic 
timofadeliberate atack. A spokesperson 
for the National Library of Scotland said in an email that "following the attack on 
the British Library," it was strengthening 

the "ongoing monitoring and protection 
ofour services and collections." 

This would not be the first time a library 
has faced a cyber incident. This year, cy-bereriminalstargeted Germany's Nation 
al Library, although its director general, Frank Scholze, said in a telephone inter-
view on Friday that his staff had been able 
to "fend it off." 

"Libraries have not really been targets 
before - we're a little bit under the ra 
dar," Scholze said. "Buu this sems to be changing" 

Tasmina lIslam, a lecturer in cybersecu-
rity education at King's College London 
said in an email that the motivation for 
attacking a library could be financial. 

"Cybercriminals can access a lot of in 
formation from a library, including users' 
personal data," she said. 

Libraries also "store electronic books, 
research articles and various intelectu-
al properties, all of which cybererimi-
nals can exploit for illegal distribution," 
Islam added. 

The British Library incident "served as 
a warning for other libraries and institu 
tions to assess their own security meas 
ures thoroughly" she said. 

Atthe library this week, one staffmem 
berdescribed the eventas"a nightmare 
and said that employees were bemusedas 
to what had happened and why. 

Not all library users seemed bothered 
by the interruption. 

EricLangley, a Shakespeare scholar at 
University Colege London, said he had 

found the blackout "peculiarly liberating." 
Ona typical visit, he said, he would spend 
the day with centuries-old English books 
from the library'scollections, while look 
ing at others on his laptop. 

This week, he said, that had been im 
possible, so he'd just been reading the 
bard's work. 

"It's just me and Shakespeare for a few 
days." he said, with a blissful smile. Al 
though, he added, "if it carried on much 

are only available if they are stored at the 

longer, I'd be in trouble." 
The New York Times 
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